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Entire LD community should be proud 

of its students’ achievements
	 Within	the	pages	of	this	edition	of	our	Annual	Report	to	the	Community,	you	will	find	a	great	
deal of information about the Lower Dauphin School District. I believe that your schools are 
some	of	the	finest	in	south-central	Pennsylvania	and	I	am	proud	to	serve	as	the	academic	leader	
for this school district.
 Lower Dauphin is a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family. I know this because I’m 
a member of this community and I have the privilege to hear many positive stories about our 
schools from friends and neighbors. That’s the main reason we publish this Annual Report – to 
share the news about our school district with the entire community. 
 We have a lot to be proud of this year.
 Our students and teachers continue to meet the state and federal requirements of the No 
Child Left Behind Act, even as the accountability standards increased last year. In fact, we 
were one of only two school districts in Dauphin County (Millersburg was the other) to have all 
of	our	schools	meet	the	“Adequate	Yearly	Progress”	targets	mandated	by	the	state	and	federal	
government. 
 For the second year in a row, Newsweek Magazine honored our high school as being one of 
the best in the nation. It is a great honor to be mentioned among the best in the United States.
 I would like to personally thank the community for helping to make these outstanding 
achievements possible. Believe me when I say that education is a community effort – now more 
than ever before.
 Our community organizations provide opportunities for our students. Our booster clubs 
help ensure that our athletic programs are among the best in the region. Our parents and 
grandparents help our students prepare for their academic day. And of course, everyone 
contributes their tax dollars to make sure that our students receive the best education.
	 As	you	read	through	this	Annual	Report,	please	reflect	that	everyone	
contributes to make the achievements of our students possible. 
 Although it’s been said many times before, it really does “take a village to 
educate	a	child.”	I’m	grateful	that	our	“village”	does	such	an	outstanding	job	of	
taking care of its students.

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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 When we measure how effective 
our school district is performing, it is 
easy to get caught up in the test scores 
contained within this annual report. In 
fact, the bulk of this document reviews 
our	scores	on	the	Pennsylvania	System	
of	School	Assessment	(PSSA)	tests.
 While we don’t believe that the 
PSSAs	are	the	best	method	for	
assessing our schools, we recognize that 
the	tests	are	a	state-wide	benchmark	
against	which	all	schools	in	Pennsylvania	
are measured. 
 In Lower Dauphin, high test scores 
are not enough to meet our district’s 
mission of ensuring that all students 
develop the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes which will enable them to reach 
their full potential as productive and 
responsible citizens, family members and 
lifelong learners.
 That’s why this annual report 
also	contains	information	about	extra-
curricular activities and glimpses into 
each school building.
 Another important measure of a 
school	district	is	its	so-called	“return	
on	investment”	–	a	comparison	of	
test scores for every dollar spent on 
education. 
 In Lower Dauphin, we exceed the 
state average in the return on investment 
category measured by the independent 
rating	company	Standard	and	Poor’s.	
The district also exceeds the average 
when	adjusted	for	student	needs	and	
when	adjusted	for	geographic	costs.	This	
speaks	to	efficiencies	in	our	delivery	of	
educational services and a real feeling 

that money alone is not the answer to 
student achievement. 
 Every school year, our district 
administration and school board look 
at the budget with a critical eye to 
determine what is working and what 
could be working better. We review 
programs and services to decide if they 
are effective or whether the funds for that 
program can be used in another proven 
area	to	benefit	our	students.	Yet,	we	also	
realize that there are some students who 
must have costly supports for them to 
achieve their potential as learners.
 Finding this balance between 
controlling costs and providing for the 
education of all of our Lower Dauphin 
students is something the school board 
and administration take very seriously. 
This is especially important in our 
district	since	nearly	two-thirds	of	the	
school district’s revenue comes from 
local sources like the property tax, 
occupational assessment and the 1 
percent earned income tax. 
	 In	the	2008-09	budget,	these	local	
revenues accounted for the biggest 
slice of the pie shown below – $32.3 
million of the $51.7 million budget or 
63 percent. State revenues contributed 
$18.3 million or 35 percent. Federal 
funding contributed another 2 percent 
or $1 million and the remaining $55,000 
came	from	other	financing	sources	like	
carry-over	of	fund	balances	and	interest	
on investments.
 On the expenditure side of the 
ledger,	we	find	that	more	than	57	
percent of the district’s expenditures 

are for instructional costs which make 
up the largest slice of the pie below. 
These costs include things like teachers’ 
salaries and the cost of books and 
other materials. Other payments under 
instructional costs go toward the cost of 
education for our students who receive 
special education services or attend the 
Dauphin County Technical School. 
	 Another	29	percent	of	our	
expenditures is for support services 
including salaries for our school support 
staff like secretaries and custodians and 
fees related to student transportation and 
utilities.
 Twelve percent pays for the debt 
incurred by building and renovating our 
school buildings. This leaves 2 percent 
for noninstructional costs like athletics 
and student activities.
 The bottom line from last year’s 
budget is that we were able to fund our 
educational mission without the need to 
increase any of our local taxes!
 Lower Dauphin is a special place 
because of the district’s overall mission 
to provide an educational program for 
all of our students so they can reach 
their full potential as productive and 
responsible citizens, family members and 
lifelong learners. 
	 By	providing	a	well-rounded	
educational program that includes 
emphasis on state testing, but not 
succumbing	to	an	over-emphasis	on	
tests to the exclusion of everything 
else,	we	feel	confident	we	can	meet	our	
mission in the years ahead.

Revenues Expenditures

Local
$32,267,211

Other
$55,000

State
$18,306,270

Federal
$1,113,019

Regular Instruction
$29,646,478

Noninstructional
Services
$746,333

Support Services
$15,082,346

Other 
Financing
Services
$6,266,343



PSSA Scores

Grades K-5

Students: 1,698
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 80

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 96%

 The next four pages of this report 
will detail the performance for the 
entire school district on the various 
Pennsylvania	System	of	School	
Assessment tests which were given 
during the past school year. Our students 
took tests in reading, mathematics, 
writing and science last year – however 
only the scores on the reading and 
mathematics tests are used to measure 
the district’s performance toward making 
Adequate	Yearly	Progress(AYP).
	 To	meet	the	AYP	benchmarks,	63	
percent of a school’s students must 
achieve	either	an	advanced	or	proficient	
rating	on	the	PSSA	test	in	reading	and	
56 percent must score advanced or 
proficient	in	math.

	 This	first	page	looks	at	the	combined	
performance	of	our	five	elementary	
schools. As you can see in the graphs 
below, all of our students’ scores 
exceeded the state averages in both 
mathematics and reading.
 While our reading scores were below 
the	AYP	benchmark	for	students	with	
individualized	education	plans	(IEP)	
and for students who are economically 
disadvantaged (ED), our Lower Dauphin 
students’ performance was above the 
state average for both subgroups.
 We will continue to work with these 
groups to bring their scores up to the 
expected levels.
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PSSA Scores

Grades 6-8

Students: 929
Grades: 6-8
Classrooms: 71

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 96%

 This page of the report deals with the 
performance of our students in grades 
6-8.	
 As you can see in the graphs below, 
our students in grades 6, 7 and 8 all 
exceeded the benchmarks of 63 percent 
proficient	or	advanced	in	reading	and	56	
percent	proficient	or	advanced	in	math.	
In fact, our students’ performance in both 
reading and in math was high enough to 
meet the benchmarks established for the 
2010-2011	school	year.
 Our overall student performance also 
exceeded the state average in all three 
grades	and	in	both	subject	areas.
 In student subgroups, students 
who	are	classified	as	economically	
disadvantaged (ED) also exceeded 

the state benchmark in mathematics 
and came very close to meeting the 
benchmark of 63 percent in reading.They 
also exceeded the performance of their 
peers across the state.
 While the performance of our 
students with individualized education 
plans	(IEP)	did	not	meet	the	state	
benchmarks, our students’ scores 
have	improved	a	statistically	significant	
amount for the past three years. We are 
also	pleased	that	our	IEP	students	out-
performed their peers across the state. 
 We plan to continue our efforts to 
increase our special needs students’ 
performance in both reading and math to 
reach	the	state-mandated	benchmarks.
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PSSA Scores

Grades 9-12

Students: 1,248
Grades: 9-12
Classrooms: 78

AYP Met: Yes
Graduation: 89%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 96% 

 Lower Dauphin students at the high 
school level also met their Adequate 
Yearly	Progress	goals	as	outlined	by	the	
federal No Child Left Behind Act. 
 While our scores were not 
significantly	higher	than	those	of	the	
statewide average, we are still above 
the	benchmarks	of	63	percent	proficient	
or advanced in reading and 56 percent 
proficient	or	advanced	in	math.
 Last year, our high school scores 
were	66	percent	proficient	or	advanced	
in	reading	and	60	percent	proficient	or	
advanced in math. So as you can see in 
the	charts	below,	we	did	have	significant	
increases	with	71	percent	proficient	or	
advanced in reading and 65 percent 
proficeint	or	advanced	in	math	last	year.
 Even though our high school 
students have met their Adequate Yearly 
Progress	benchmarks	this	past	year,	their	
performance is markedly lower than that 
of students at the middle school and at 
the elementary levels.
 The concern both here in Lower 
Dauphin and across the state is that high 
school	juniors	do	not	take	the	test	with	
the appropriate level of seriousness.
	 To	combat	this	apparent	test-taking	
apathy, the high school administration 
offered an incentive plan last school year. 
For	students	who	scored	proficient	or	
advanced	on	the	PSSA	tests,	they	were	
allowed to come to school later in the day 
or to leave early.
	 Comparing	our	results	from	2007-
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08 with the two years before, we do 
find	the	significant	increase	discussed	
earlier. While we cannot attribute such 
an increase in scores solely to the 
incentives at the high school, it does 
call into question the validity of the test 
for assessing the performance of high 
schools across the state.
 This concern has been heard by the 
state Department of Education which is 
why we’ve heard so much talk recently 
about the department’s proposed 
Graduate Competency Assessment 
exams. Under the GCA plan, students 
would be assessed after completing 
courses	in	required	subjects	rather	than	
waiting	until	their	junior	year	to	assess	all	
of their knowledge learned to that point.
 Another way to better assess student 
achievement is to examine the growth 
of students across grade levels. To 
accomplish this, the state Department 
of Education recently received federal 
approval	to	implement	the	Pennsylvania	
Value-Added	Assessment	System	
(PVAAS).	PVAAS	is	a	relatively	new	type	
of	system	that	offers	an	objective	and	
more precise way to measure student 
progress and the value schools and 
districts add to students’ educational 
experiences. 
 For example, instead of comparing 
one	class	of	seventh-graders	with	
another,	the	PVAAS	data	will	measure	
the	performance	of	seventh-graders	
and compare it with the same group of 

students’ performance when they were in 
sixth grade.
 As a district, we are excited about 
these new methods of measuring student 
academic success in school. However, it 
is always important to remember that the 
data going into these new methods still 
comes from a few state tests given each 
spring. 
	 We	are	justifiably	proud	of	our	
students’ achievement on the state tests. 
But most of all, we are proud of all of
the outstanding young people who attend
our schools. Every student in our school
district contributes something special 
to the educational process. You’ll see 
evidence	of	this	in	the	write-ups	our	
principals contributed about their schools. 
 



PSSA Scores

 For	the	first	time,	our	Annual	Report	
to the Community features the results of 
our	students’	performance	on	the	PSSA	
tests in science and in writing.
 While the results of these tests does 
not count toward the district’s Adequate 
Yearly	Progress	performance,	we	felt	it	
was still important to share these results 
with the Lower Dauphin community.
	 Last	school	year	was	the	first	time	
that our students’ results were published 
for the science test taken in fourth, eighth 
and 11th grade. As you can see in the 
chart	below,	our	students	out-performed	
the state average in all three grade 
levels.
 The district administration is 
examining the results of this test to 
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determine if our curriculum is in sync 
with the test. What this means is that we 
might be teaching a particular concept 
in ninth grade that is included on the 
eighth-grade	test.
 It is always problematic to look at 
data	in	a	test’s	first	year	and	draw	too	
many conclusions, however, our district 
administration will continue to monitor 
things closely.
	 On	the	PSSA	writing	exam,	you	can	
see in the chart below that our students 
out-performed	their	peers	at	the	state	
level in each grade level.
 Several of our school buildings made 
writing a priority this past school year 
and we saw some excellent results.

 For example, South Hanover 
Elementary School’s writing scores 
jumped	from	52	percent	advanced	or	
proficient	to	68	percent	last	year.
 Improving writing scores is also a 
long-term	goal	at	Conewago	Elementary	
School, which saw scores increase from 
56	percent	advanced	or	proficient	in	the	
2005-06	school	year	to	88	percent	last	
year!
 Even though both science and writing 
scores do not count toward Adequate 
Yearly	Progress,	the	district	takes	these	
results very seriously and will strive to 
ensure that our students perform at the 
high	levels	our	stake-holders	have	come	
to expect.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 209
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 10

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

 At Conewago Elementary School, 
you can clearly see that we have met our 
testing goals as outlined by the state.
 This type of outstanding performance 
will	meet	the	Adequate	Yearly	Progress	
benchmarks	through	the	2010-11	school	
year in both reading and in mathematics.
 We also realized some nice gains in 
student performance compared with the 
2006-07	school	year.
	 In	2006-2007	we	dropped	in	two	
areas. Our third grade math scores 
dropped to 75 percent of our third 
graders	scoring	advanced	or	proficient,	
and	our	fifth	grade	reading	achievement	
slipped to 65 percent advanced or 
proficient.	These	were	the	two	areas	our	
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third	and	fifth	grade	teams	focused	on	
throughout	last	school	year	(2007-2008).	
 Through addressing these areas, we 
found success as can be seen on the 
charts below. 
 We attribute the growth in these 
areas to many factors. In third grade, 
we focused on the areas of algebraic 
concepts, data analysis and probability, 
measurement,	and	open-ended	
responses.	In	fifth	grade,	the	team	
received professional development from 
our reading coaches on guided reading 
groups.
 Finally, they engaged in collaboration 
through better use of common planning 
time. Our goal is to continue this growth.



Conewago Elementary reaches out to those in need

East Hanover PTO provides enrichment opportunities

 Our Conewago Elementary School 
community takes 
its academics very 
seriously. But we also 
take the role of helping 
our students grow into 
good citizens very 
seriously.
 One way we do 
that is by teaching our 
students about charity. 
We hold collections for 
those less fortunate, both 
in our school and in the 
community at large.
 Our Helping Hands 
Club	of	fourth-	and	
fifth-graders	held	a	
collection of toiletries for 
the Red Cross and then 
assembled the items into 
emergency kits for families in need.
 While not unique to Conewago, our 
physical education classes participate in 
the	“Jump	Rope	for	Heart”	program.	
 This program promotes community 

 Our students’ school experience here 
at East Hanover Elementary is greatly 
enhanced through the efforts of our 
Parent-Teacher	Organization.
	 Our	school	PTO	offers	several	fun	
activities for our students each year, 
including	“Donuts	with	Dad,”	“Muffins	
with	Mom,”	“Goodies	with	Grandparents,”	
family fun nights, book fairs and much 
more.
 Last year, we held a World Cultures 
night featuring Latin America in which 
each student was given a passport that 
got stamped as they visited each country. 
We also shared in a variety of Latin 
foods and even learned some new dance 
steps!
 But by far, the highlight of the year 
was	the	PTO’s	Summer	Enrichment	
Program.	Our	summer	program	ran	
for two weeks in June and we had 85 
students participate.
 Among the activities our campers 
enjoyed	were	an	Olympic	Sports	Camp	
where students challenged themselves 
in	six	different	fitness	stations.	In	the	
Art Around the World Camp, students 
created and learned about art from 

France, Africa, Asia, Mexico and 
the United States. Students created 
scrapbooks	in	Camp	Scrap-A-Lotta	
and	wore	special	outfits	for	each	day’s	

theme.			 Our	PTO	isn’t	the	only	
one in the district to provide opportunities 
for students, but we are all very grateful 
for their efforts here at East Hanover!

service	by	raising	funds	to	support	life-
saving heart and stroke research, all 
through	jumping	rope.
 All students participate in the 
activities during their physical education 
classes, regardless of whether they 

collect money. 
        But here in 
Conewago Elementary 
School, we have seen 
a great deal of giving 
– last year we raised 
$2,586 for the American 
Heart 
Association.
        In kindergarten, 
we combine a lesson 
on sorting and counting 
with charity. Our 
students collected cans 
of dog and cat food 
which they then sorted 
by type. They counted 
the items to practice 
their addition skills and 
then donated the cans 
to the Humane Society.

 We also hold holiday collections 
at school for those less fortunate. For 
example, last year we gave food baskets 
to 13 families at Thanksgiving and 27 
students received gifts from Toys for Tots.
 



PSSA Scores

At A Glance

Students: 379
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 18

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

	 Looking	at	our	results	on	the	PSSA	
tests from last school year, we see that 
our students performed at or above 
the state average in all areas with the 
exception	of	reading	in	fifth	grade.
 You also see in the box at right that 
our school met the Adequate Yearly 
Progress	standard	even	though	our	
fifth-graders	fell	below	the	required	
63	percent	proficient	or	advanced	
performance level. This is because their 
performance	fell	within	the	“confidence	
interval”	on	the	test,	meaning	that	their	
score was close enough that it counts.
 Because our school’s overall reading 
performance is still uncomfortably close 
to	the	AYP	goal	of	63	percent	proficient	
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or advanced (and below in grade 5), 
our teachers will focus on doing more 
fluency	work,	small	group	instruction,	and	
individual assessments to be sure they 
are focusing on the needs of the student.
 East Hanover continues to be proud 
of	their	math	scores.	The	goal	for	AYP	is	
56	percent	proficient	or	advanced.
 Again, math continues to make 
steady growth overall in the advanced 
and	proficient	levels.	
 However, there has been slight 
decreases	in	grades	3	and	4	in	math	
over the last couple of years. We are 
particularly	proud	of	our	fifth-grader’s	
progress in moving students to the 
proficient	and	advanced	levels	in	math.	



PSSA Scores

At A Glance

Students: 409
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 19

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

 At Londonderry Elementary School, 
all	of	our	students	met	the	state-
mandated performance benchmarks 
outlined in the No Child Left Behind Act.
 While our scores did fall below the 
state	average	in	fourth-grade	in	both	
reading	and	in	math,	our	third-graders	
and	fifth-graders	both	out-performed	their	
peers across the state.
 While the scores last year were much 
improved, we would like to show greater 
growth in our reading scores.
 Our instructional targets for the 
2008-2009	school	year	will	remain	
focused in reading. We will continue to 
utilize our assessment and Study Island 
data to drive instruction and better meet 
the needs of all students. Additionally, 
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Londonderry staff is currently seeking 
ways to creatively meet the needs of our 
economically	disadvantaged	and	IEP	
students. 
 One such method will be the use of 
a	“sacred	time”	to	meet	those	needs.	In	
one	forty	five	minute	block	during	each	
six day cycle, every grade level will have 
a designated time when no students will 
be pulled from the classroom for any 
reason. During this time, all available 
staff will assist grade level teachers in 
small group instruction that will be based 
upon individual student needs. We are 
looking forward to using this time to 
help improve and enrich our students’ 
learning.



Londonderry’s ‘little readers’ enjoy visiting their school

Nye Elementary has high expectations for students
 High expectations. 
 Those two words 
do	a	pretty	good	job	
of summarizing our 
educational philosophy 
here at Nye Elementary 
School. Our students 
know that we expect their 
best work and best effort 
every day. So do their 
parents at home.
 One result of these 
high expectations is 
the high scores on the 
Pennsylvania	System	of	
School Assessment tests. 
This past year our math 
scores were so high that 
we received a state award 
recognizing our school for 
being in the top 25 in math performance 
across	Pennsylvania.
	 But	it’s	more	than	just	test	scores.	
 All year long we stress proper 
behavior and using appropriate manners. 
This culminates with a very special event 
for our staff and students – “Marvelous 

 Last year, an average of 20  families 
with preschoolers visited Londonderry 
Elementary School to participate in its 
inaugural “Londonderry Little Readers’ 
Club.”
 The program is designed to 
provide the Londonderry community’s 
preschoolers with some school readiness 
activities since Londonderry Township 
does	not	have	a	full-time	preschool	
program.
 The program offered six sessions 
last	year.	At	each	90-minute	session,	
children and their parents took part in a 
storytime activity and participated in a 
“special”	activity	like	art,	music,	physical	
education,	library	or	computers.		Parents	
were also provided with information on 
ways to help their preschooler at home.
 For example at one session last 
year, Heather Brubaker, the district’s 
occupational therapist, spoke with 
parents about activites they can do 
at home to increase their children’s 
motor skills. As Ms. Brubaker spoke 
with	the	parents,	the	“little	readers”	got	
to hear a story read by the school’s 

Manners	Day.”
 For Manners Day, we transform our 
school cafeteria into a fancy restaurant 
complete with ice sculptures, mood 
lighting and tablecloths.Our students 
dress up and meet the maitre d at the 
entrance to the cafeteria before being 
escorted to their seats where they are 

served	a	delicious	home-
cooked meal of turkey or 
ham.
 Our principal Mr. Winner 
says that Manners Day is 
one of his favorite events 
of the entire school year 
because it is a time when our 
students are able to show 
what they’ve learned in a 
nontraditional setting.
 However, he says, it 
doesn’t take a big event like 
Manners Day to show the 
value of high expectations. 
Mr. Winner says he sees 
students going “above and 
beyond”	every	day.
 One such example is 
the school’s study groups in 

which students in upper grades volunteer 
to meet with and tutor younger students 
– even giving up recess time to do so. He 
also points out that older students often 
walk younger students to school, looking 
out for them and making sure they get to 
school and home safely.

two kindergarten 
teachers – Michelle 
Devey and Devany 
LeDrew. 
 The parents 
and students then 
went to the art 
room where they 
made their own 
play-dough	and	
practiced rolling it 
into shapes and 
cutting it into letters 
to spell their names. 
Ms. Brubaker 
explained to the 
parents that this 
type of activity is 
perfect for developing the motor skills 
they had discussed earlier.
 At the end of every session, each 
child received a gift. The program also 
provided door prizes through a random 
drawing to parents in attendance.
 Last year, the program was funded in 
part with a grant from Capital Beginnings. 
The Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation 
also provided funding support for the 

program using a grant obtained from 
Giant Foods through the state’s Earned 
Income	Tax	Credit	Program.	Several	
communtiy groups also provided 
donations to the program.
 Interested parents can contact the 
school for more information about this 
year’s program.



PSSA Scores

 As you can see by the graphs below, 
our students at Nye Elementary School 
exceeded the state benchmarks of 63 
percent	proficient	or	advanced	in	reading	
and	56	percent	proficient	or	advanced	in	
math.	Our	students	also	out-performed	
the state average in all grade levels.
 Enough cannot be said about our 
students’ performance in mathematics 
across all three of our tested grade 
levels! 
	 For	the	2007-2008	school	year,	we	
focused on the success we had seen in 
our	scores	in	math	during	the	2006-2007	
school year. During that year we had 
initiated	a	team	teaching	model	in	fifth	
grade. This proved to be very successful 
and the decision was made to expand 
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this approach to third and fourth grade. 
This	obviously	benefited	those	students	
and is a practice we will continue in the 
future.
 We are now looking ahead to 
improve our reading scores. For the 
2008-2009	school	year,	we	have	several	
specific	plans.
	 Our	fifth-grade	teachers	have	
modified	the	class	schedules	to	include	
more dedicated reading blocks, and all 
grade levels at Nye are to be focusing on 
reading strategies. Also, all grades are 
focusing	on	specific	identified	reading	
skills each month as an overriding theme 
in their classrooms.



PSSA Scores

	 After	a	review	of	our	students’	2007-
08	PSSA	results,	our	staff	identified	a	
need to focus on using targeted reading 
instruction	in	fifth	grade	with	leveled	
books	and	flexible	groupings	based	on	
individual student skills; while continuing 
to focus on analysis and reading 
comprehension	of	nonfiction	material	in	
third and fourth grades.
 Looking at the graphs below, you will 
see that all of our grade levels met the 
state	benchmarks	of	63	percent	proficient	
or advanced in reading and 56 percent 
proficient	or	advanced	in	math.	Our	
students	also	out-performed	the	state	
average in every grade level. 
 While math has been an area of 
strength in the past, reading is making 
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nice gains for all groups of students.  We 
have focused on strengthening reading 
skills and it is showing.
 As a building, we continued to focus 
on	nonfiction	text	exposing	students	to	
the	features	and	strategies	of	nonfiction	
reading.  Focus groups are a direct 
result of staff development that occurred 
over the summer. Teachers were 
trained in comprehensive reading and 
instructional focus topics appearing in 
grades	4	and	5	are	an	outgrowth	of	that	
training.
 As a building, we are looking at data 
and using it to guide reading instruction 
through	flexible	grouping	and	targeting	
focus areas for instruction. 



South Hanover Elementary students focus on fitness

Middle School looks to future with new administration

 Last year our school received 
$10,000 through the Highmark Healthy 
High 5 School Challenge grant program 
to provide our students with a climbing 
wall in our multipurpose room. 
 The wall runs the length of the 
multipurpose room and provides students 
opportunities to test themselves with 
difficult	or	easier	handholds.	The	wall	is	
used as a part of the school’s physical 
education curriculum and also by a 
fitness	club	which	meets	before	school.
	 The	before-school	fitness	club	is	
open to students in each grade and 
meets	once	per	six-day	cycle	for	an	hour.	
	 This	climbing	wall	is	just	one	way	our	
students are learning how to take care of 
their bodies while at school.
 Our school was a pilot school in 
a program with the Hershey Medical 
Center and Kohl’s Department Store in 
the	2006-07	school	year	and	it	continues	
to make a difference in the lives of our 
students.
 The Healthy Choices program 
provides	follow-up	on	the	BMI	notices	
sent out by schools to educate parents 

 The students at Lower Dauphin 
Middle School were welcomed back to 
school	at	the	start	of	2008-09	school	year	
by a new administrative team.
 And while these administrators both 
have history at the middle school, they 
are excited about the possibilities the 
future holds.
 Our new principal is Daniel Berra. 
He was dean of students at the middle 
school	in	the	2006-07	school	year	and	
was an assistant principal at the high 
school	in	the	2007-08	school	year.	Prior	
to his administrative experience, he was 
a math teacher at the high school.
 Our new assistant principal is Nadine 
Krempa. She was an English teacher at 
the middle school for a few years and 
was a guidance counselor at the high 
school	since	2004.
 Mr. Berra says the middle school is 
making progress academically, as the 
test scores on the next page show. But 
just	as	important	is	the	work	being	done	
at	the	school	to	mold	the	sixth-,	seventh-	
and	eighth-graders	into	well-rounded	
citizens. 
 Mrs. Krempa says that the middle 

school years can be challenging for 
students and that by providing for 
students’ social and emotional needs 
they will be better prepared for whatever 
life brings.
 Of course, academics will continue 
to	be	a	priority	as	well.	In	the	2008-
09	school	year,	the	middle	school	
will continue to use data to improve 
instruction and increase student 

on their children’s scores and how to 
improve	their	lifestyles.	The	follow-up	
information also includes identifying 
unhealthy eating and exercise habits 
in	children	who	fall	into	the	“at	risk”	or	
obese	categories.	In	conjunction	with	
school	nurses,	Penn	State	Children’s	
Hospital works with all children to engage 
in healthy, active lifestyles.
 The program runs over the course of 
the school year. An exercise physiologist 
provides instruction on how to exercise 
properly, and a nutritionist conducts 
a nutrition analysis and counseling to 
identify and establish proper eating 
habits for each individual child who 
participates.
 The program hopes to show, at 
the end of the school year, not only an 
impact measured by weight loss, but 
improvement in overall health (such as 
lowered blood pressure and improved 
exercise tolerance) and an understanding 
of healthy living.
	 Principal	Pat	Rhine	says	this	
focus on healthy living and exercise is 
consistent with the school’s mission to 

educate the whole child, but it also pays 
dividends in the classroom. The research 
is	very	clear	that	healthy	students	enjoy	
greater academic success and we want 
to encourage that whenever we can.

performance	on	the	PSSA.	
 Staff will be supported as their ability 
to access, interpret and utilize data 
increases. Using data from standardized 
tests, our staff will be able to pinpoint 
areas of weakness for individual students 
as well as trends in the curriculum. This 
will	allow	for	modifications	in	instructional	
practices to maximize students’ academic 
performance.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
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 As you can seen in the charts below, 
all of our students performed at levels 
above that of their peers across the state.
	 One	area	where	we	find	significant	
gains is in reading. Our school’s reading 
program continues to assist students who 
struggle	with	fluency,	comprehension,	
and interpretation. Several programs 
implemented	in	past	years	were	refined	
and	improved.	The	open-ended	reading	
response	project	and	inclusion	with	
co-teaching	initiatives	continued	to	
be utilized and contribute to student 
success.
	 For	example,	as	sixth-graders,	
71.4	percent	of	the	Class	of	2013	
demonstrated	proficiency	on	the	reading	
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section	of	the	2007	PSSA.		As	seventh-
graders, 77.3 percent of the class was 
proficient	on	the	2008	PSSA	in	reading.	
Similarly,	as	seventh-graders,	81.8	
percent of the Class of 2012 scored in 
the	advanced	or	proficient	performance	
levels	in	reading	on	the	2007	PSSA.		As	
eighth-graders,	88.1	percent	of	this	class	
demonstrated	proficiency.
	 In	the	2008-2009	school	year,	the	
middle school will continue to improve 
instruction. We plan to do this by 
supporting staff in their ability to access, 
interpret, and utilize data. Through 
data analysis, trends and strengths 
and	weaknesses	will	be	identified	to	
maximize student performance.



PSSA Scores

 Lower Dauphin High School met 
the	Adequate	Yearly	Progress	(AYP)	
requirements of the federal No Child Left 
Behind	Act	for	the	2007-08	school	year.	
 As you can see on the charts 
below	detailing	our	eleventh-graders	
performance	on	the	PSSA	tests,	our	
students achieved scores higher than 
the state averages in both reading and in 
math. 
	 We	set	very	specific	goals	for	our	
students last year and to measure our 
progress we compared results with the 
scores	from	the	2006-07	school	year.
 One of our goals in math was to 
see increases in student performance 
on	specific	areas	of	the	PSSA	test	in	

numbers and operations, measurement, 
geometry and algebraic concepts. In 
math all of our students achieved these 
goals. 
 In reading, our goals were to see 
an increase in comprehension and 
reading skills and in the interpretation 
and	analysis	of	fiction	and	nonfiction	
text. While we didn’t see the gains we 
would have liked in comprehension, 
we did achieve tremendous success in 
the	interpretation	and	analysis	of	fiction	
and	nonfiction	texts	–	with	our	scores	
increasing	from	64	percent	proficient/
advanced	to	88	percent	proficient	or	
advanced last school year.
	 Our	graduation	rate	of	89	percent	

is	above	the	state-mandated	level	of	80	
percent even though our goal is for all of 
our students to earn their diplomas.
 As with all of our district’s schools, 
our	students’	performance	on	the	PSSA	
test	is	just	one	snapshot	of	our	overall	
student performance. At the high school 
we have the luxury of being able to 
review student performance on other 
standardized tests and comparing 
those results to the state and national 
averages.
 In this section of the annual report, 
you will see charts which show our 
students’ performance on the Scholastic 
Aptitute Test (SAT) and the ACT 
college readiness test as well as their 
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 2004-05 24.5	 21.2	 24.1	 21.5	 26.1	 22.3	 23.3	 21.5	 24.6	 21.8

 2005-06	 20.4	 21.2	 22.6	 21.5	 25.8	 22.3	 22.4	 21.4	 22.8	 21.7

 2006-07 24.6	 21.3	 23.9	 21.7	 24.0	 22.2	 22.5	 21.4	 23.8	 21.8

 2007-08	 22.7	 21.5	 23.3	 21.9	 22.7	 22.4	 22.0	 21.5	 22.9	 22.0

ACT Scores



SAT & AP Exam Scores

At A Glance
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Grades: 9-12
Classrooms: 78

AYP Met: Yes
Graduation: 89%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 98.8%

performance	on	the	Advanced	Placement	
(AP)	Exams.
 Roughly 71 percent of Lower 
Dauphin High School’s senior class 
took the SAT during their academic 
career. The test measures verbal and 
mathematical reasoning abilities that 
students develop over time, both in 
and out of school, which are related to 
successful performance in college.
 As you can see in the chart below, 
our students consistently perform at 
a higher level than both the state and 
national average. Our students scored an 
average of 1068 on their SATs which is 
an	outstanding	figure.
	 While	significantly	fewer	students	
took the ACT college readiness exam, 
our performance on that test also 
exceeds the state average in every 
subject	area	as	well	as	in	the	composite	
score.
 Lower Dauphin High School offers 
15	Advanced	Placement	(AP)	courses	
during a typical school year. Students in 
these courses then have the option to 
take an exam proctored by the College 
Board.	Scores	of	3-5	on	the	AP	Exam	
can qualify a student to receive college 
credit or advanced placement in this 
subject	area.	
	 During	the	2007-08	school	year,	
350	AP	exams	were	taken	by	160	
Lower Dauphin High School students 
with 70 percent scoring a 3 or higher. 
As the table below indicates, many of 
our students met or exceeded the state 

averages	in	scores	on	the	AP	Exam.
	 Fifty-one	students	received	AP	
Scholar awards. Two students, Brett 
Davis	and	Stephanie	Meador,	qualified	
for	the	prestigious	National	AP	Scholar	
Award by earning an average grade of 
at	least	4	on	all	AP	Exams	taken	and	
grades	of	4	or	higher	on	eight	or	more	
exams.

Twelve	students	qualified	for	the	
AP	Scholar	with	Distinction	Award	by	
earning an average grade of at least 3.5 
on	all	AP	Exams	taken	and	grades	of	3	
or	higher	on	five	or	more	of	these	exams.	
These students are Sara Angle, Caitlin 
Burgdorf, Brett Davis, David Emerson, 
Keith Forrest, Gwendolyn Hauck, Kevin 
Livengood, Scott Livengood, Lena Lupey, 
Jordan Morsberger, Megan Stauffer, 
Kevin Tabbutt, and John Wolgemuth.

Another	eleven	students	qualified	
for	the	AP	Scholar	with	Honor	Award	by	
earning an average grade of at least 3.25 
on	all	AP	Exams	taken	and	grades	of	3	or	
higher on four or more of these exams. 
These students are Max Callahan, 
Carrie Diamond, Aidan Feeman, Nadine 
Kennel, Robert Kornweiss, Joseph 
Longenecker, Steven Lucking, Robert 
Maurer, Catherine Meador, Caroline Olt, 
and Hannah Rose.

Finally,	26	students	qualified	for	the	
AP	Scholar	Award	by	completing	three	
or	more	AP	Exams	with	grades	of	3	or	
higher.	The	AP	Scholars	include	Amanda	
Albrecht, Christopher Bazewicz, Michael 
Brown, Suzanne Cake, Clayton Cooper, 

Harrison Daiber, Cassandra Dzuranin, 
Elizabeth Ehrlich, Megan Finley, Brandon 
Hooven, Zachary Kaufhold, Jason 
Kiessling, Alicia Lehmer, Rebecca 
Mayes, Thomas Means, Brad Miller, 
Sean	Montgomery,	Emily	Patrick,	Andrew	
Reichel, Gina Rudy, Adam Santeusanio, 
Chad Smeltz, Audrianne Thrasher, Sarah 
Wagoner, Allen Welkie, and Bethany Yun.
 About 80 percent of the Class of 
2008 
continued their education beyond high 
school. Of that percentage, 72 percent 
attend	four-year	colleges/universities
and the remaining 28 percent attend 
community	colleges	and	trade/technical	
programs.
 In addition to our regular education 
program, 101 Lower Dauphin High 
School students attended the Dauphin 
County Technical School last school year.

 2005 530 501 508 536 503 520 

 2006 520	 493	 503	 543	 500	 518

 2007 510	 493	 502	 534	 499	 515

 2008 516	 494	 502	 552	 501	 515

 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 79.5 69.2 91.7 69.2 92.3 69.1

 90.7 70.9 79.5 70.2 88.9 69.2

 76.2 64.2 64.7 62.8 40.6 57.2

 83.0 68.8 74.3 67.4 72.5 64.3

 n/a 55.7 75.0 66.3 n/a 60.8

 27.3 64.2 60.0 60.4 60.0 60.1



LD Falcon Foundation provides support to schools
 The Lower Dauphin Falcon 
Foundation has provided grants 
totalling	more	than	$4,800	to	provide	
opportunities or enhance experiences for 
students across the district.
 Founded in January 2007, the 
group of community members, parents, 
alumni and Lower Dauphin supporters 
have	distributed	funds	for	projects	
ranging from a rain garden at the high 
school using native plants to summer 
enrichment programs at elementary 
schools to a preschool outreach program 
at Londonderry Elementary School.
	 The	foundation	held	its	first	golf	
outing last year and raised more than 
$13,000 to support the district and its 
programs. This year’s Second Annual 
Golf Outing will be held at the Hershey 
Country Club’s East Course on April 
24.	For	more	information	about	the	golf	
outing, please contact board members 
Bob Dahmus or Rob Klock.
 The LDFF held an annual campaign 
last year and the mailing brought in 
$14,000.	This	year’s	mailing	will	take	
place in March.
 After a year of planning, the 
foundation held its inaugural gala 
January	24,	2009.	The	event	was	held	
at the Hollywood Casino and featured 
dinner, dancing and a silent auction. 
At press time, a grand total was not 
available.

 ‘Falcon Academy’ provides another path to diploma
 For six members of the 
Class of 2008, walking with their 
classmates to receive a high 
school diploma was made possible 
thanks to a new program started 
last year.
 The Falcon Academy is an 
alternative school for students 
at risk of dropping out of school. 
Students there take online classes 
of at least 15 hours a week in 
the high school library Monday 
through Thursday nights and 
during the day on Saturday. The 
program is funded in part with a 
grant from the state Department 
of Education and offers classes 
in math, social studies, English, science 
and other online electives.
 The idea for the alternative high 
school program came out of discussions 
about the high school’s graduation 
rate and how to improve it. While our 

 The foundation also 
held	a	few	smaller	fund-
raising events. A lunch 
outing at the Outback 
Steakhouse brought in 
a few hundred dollars. 
And new last year was a 
joint	venture	with	the	high	
school’s spring musical 
which provided a night of 
dinner theatre. For $20 
patrons received a meal 
and ticket to the show. This 
year’s spring musical is 
“The	Pajama	Game”	and	
the dinner theatre will be 
held on Friday, March 13.
 In addition to its 
fund-raising	activities,	the	
foundation also holds an annual event to 
celebrate the students of Lower Dauphin. 
The	annual	Falcon	Pride	Day	features	
musicians, performing arts, displays of 
student work and much more. This year’s 
Third	Annual	Falcon	Pride	Day	will	be	
held Saturday, February 21, at Lower 
Dauphin Middle School.
 The Lower Dauphin Falcon 
Foundation is an independent public 
charitable organization dedicated 
to	encouraging	community-wide	
participation and philanthropy in order 
to enhance and expand enrichment 
opportunities for all students in the Lower 

Dauphin School District. It is the goal 
of	the	foundation	to	ensure	long-range	
financial	flexibility	for	schools	within	the	
district.
 “We’re looking at this as a chance 
to	invest	in	our	community’s	future,”	
said	LDFF	President	Patricia	Gordon.	
“The mission of LDFF is to enhance 
opportunities and expand horizons of 
knowledge and  experiences for children 
in the Lower Dauphin community. All our 
schools receive  honors and accolades 
in academics, sports, arts, activities, and 
community	service.	A	major	factor	in	
our students’ success is the  generous 
community	support	for	our	schools.”
 

graduation rate is close to the state 
average, the feeling among the high 
school staff and administration is that it 
should be much higher.
	 As	part	of	the	high	school’s	re-
accreditation process, developing an 

alternate path to receive a 
diploma was discussed for 
students	unable	to	finish	high	
school in the traditional way. For 
some students, work obligations 
required them to miss classes 
during the day; and for others 
child care issues prevented 
attendance from 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. 
        Giving these students 
access to online coursework 
with support from regular 
classroom teachers who spent 
a night a week at the Falcon 
Academy, many of the students 
who enrolled were able to earn 

their diploma.
 In fact, of the eight students who 
took part in the program, six walked at 
Commencement. Another two received 
their diplomas over the summer after 
completing all the required coursework.



Music program is a source of community pride
 Lower Dauphin’s music program has 
a long tradition of excellence, providing 
students with yet another opportunity to 
shine. Just as our athletes devote long 
hours to practicing their craft, our student 
musicians	are	just	as	dedicated	and	have	
found success in their chosen speciality.
 The following list provides recognition 
to a few of our many outstanding student 
musicians from the past school year. 
Space constraints do not permit us 
to recognize all of our students who 
participated in honor ensembles over the 
course	of	the	2007-08	school	year.
	 PMEA	District	7	Chorus	-	John	
Wolgemuth,	Eugene	Prymak,	and	
Timothy Harman.
	 PMEA	Regional	Chorus	-	John	
Wolgemuth	and		Eugene	Prymak.

Falcon athletes’ dedication pays off in many ways 
 While we are proud of our academic 
accomplishments, we are also proud 
of our student athletes.Their 
exploits on the playing 
field	bring	a	great	deal	
of pride to the Lower 
Dauphin community 
and are to be 
commended for 
their hard work.
 Last year, 
more than 30 
Lower Dauphin 
student-athletes	
signed-up	to	
continue their 
academic and 
athletic careers 
in colleges 
and universities 
across the 
nation.
 The following 
list provides 
recognition to a 
few of our many 
outstanding student 
athletes from the 
past school year. Space 
constraints do not permit us 
to recognize all of our students who 
distinguished themselves over the course 
of	the	2007-08	school	year.
 Field	Hockey	-	Reached	the	state	

semifinals	and	captured	the	District	3,	
Mid-Penn	Conference	and	

Keystone Division titles.
	 Football	-	

Qualified	for	the	
District 3, Class 

AAAA playoffs.
Boys’ Soccer 
-	Qualifed	for	
the District 3 
tournament.
 Cross 
Country 
-	Boston	
Ross and 
Suzanne 
Cake were 
named 
Mid-Penn	
Scholar 
Athletes.
 Girls’ 
Volleyball	-	

Stephanie Derk 
was named 

Mid-Penn	Scholar	
Athlete.

Girls’	Tennis	-	
Bretagne Werner was 

named	Mid-Penn	Scholar	
Athlete.

	 Golf	-	Placed	second	in	Keystone	
Division	and	had	three	District	3	qualifiers	
and	one	regional	qualifier.

 Girls’	Basketball	-	Keystone	Division	
champion;	qualified	for	the	District	3	
tournament.
 Boys’	Basketball	-	Eugene	Prymak	
was	named	Mid-Penn	Scholar	Athlete.
	 Wrestling	-	Nick	Kristich	placed	third	
at states and was a District 3 champion; 
two	other	wrestlers	were	state	qualifiers.
 Swimming	-	Tim	Maurer	qualified	for	
states in the 200IM and 100 Back; Abby 
Gernert	and	Robert	Maurer	were	Mid-
Penn	Scholar	Athletes.
	 Baseball	-	Wesley	Hollenbach	and	
Ryan Schwartz were Keystone Division 
all-stars.
	 Softball	-	Keystone	Division	and	
District 3 Class AAAA champions; state 
qualifiers.
	 Track	&	FIeld	-	Mike	Brown	won	
state	and	district	titles	in	the	110-	and	
300-meter	hurdles.
	 Girls’	Soccer	-	Reached	the	state	
semifinals	and	came	in	second	at	
districts;	Lauren	Alwine	named	All-
American, state player of the year.
	 Boys’	Volleyball	-	Jarrad	Hankins	was	
a	division	all-star	and	Jordan	Morsberger	
was	a	Mid-Penn	Scholar	Athlete.
	 Boys’	Tennis	-	won	fourth-
straight Keystone Division title; Sean 
Montgomery won gold at the conference 
tournament and bronze at districts.
	 Girls’	Lacrosse	-	Emily	Patrick	was	
named	Mid-Penn	Scholar	Athlete.

	 PMEA	District	7	Band	-	
Kaysey Davis, Kevin Tabbutt, and 
Alex Miller.
	 PMEA	Regional	Band	-	
Kaysey Davis.
	 PMEA	All-State	Band	-	Kaysey	
Davis.
	 PMEA	District	7	Orchestra	-		
Nicholas	Perry.
	 PMEA	District	7	Jazz	Band	-	
Ella Smith and Drew Wolgemuth.
	 PMEA	District	7	Youth	Band	
Festival	-	Elijah	Rinaldi,	Spencer	
Bashline, Bryana Melnic, Kaitlin 
Gibbs, Kaitlyn Benedict, and 
Quinn Schrum.
	 PMEA	District	7	Youth	String	Festival	
-	Kathryn	Durenleau,	Cassie	Zinkan,	
Kaylie Brown, Morgan Bitting, Cortney 

Barnhart, Morgan Barnhart, Nicole Boyd, 
Bianca Gillman, Elizabeth Gross, Sarah 
Rothermel, Hannah King, Nicole Royer, 
Luke Mummau, Max Moyer, Mary Kate 
Skitka, and Alison Smith.
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L D  o f fe r s  sp e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  fo r  s e n i o r  c i t i ze n s
 Senior citizens living in the Lower 
Dauphin School District have lots of 
opportunities to keep involved with 
school programs.
	 The	first	and	biggest	benefit	is	the	
Falcon Friends Card which entitles 
the bearer to free admission to all 
Lower Dauphin events, including home 
sporting events. To be eligible for the 
card, senior citizens must be 65 or 
older and reside in the Lower Dauphin 
School District. To receive a card, please 
contact Jim Hazen, district coordinator of 
communications,	at	566-5307.
 For Lower Dauphin residents over 
the age of 70, the district provides relief 
from the $250 occupation assessment 
tax. This tax relief is provided 
automatically by the district census 
records. If you feel you are being taxed 
in error, please contact Bobby Hoover at 
566-5311.
 Lower Dauphin High School provides 
a free preview of the annual spring 
musical on the Wednesday before 
opening night. Before the preview 
performance, high school students 

in the Volunteen Club help serve a 
free breakfast to the senior citizens 
attending the play. This year the preview 
performance of  the spring musical 
“The	Pajama	Game”		will	be	held	on	
Wednesday, March 11.
 Volunteen also hosts the annual 
Senior	Citizens	Prom	every	spring.	This	
free event features music, dancing, food, 
door prizes and entertainment. This 
year’s event will take place at the high 
school on April 18.
 Lower Dauphin also offers senior 
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federal	laws,	including	Title	VI	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	Title	IX	of	the	Educational	Amendments	Act	of	1973,	Section	504	of	the	Rehabilitation	Act	of	1973,	and	the	Americans	
with Disabilities Act.

citizens a chance to get involved in 
helping youngsters through tutoring 
programs and other volunteer 
opportunities.
 “We recognize that our senior 
citizens	have	a	lot	to	offer	our	students,”	
said Sherri Smith, superintendent. “We 
hope they take the opportunity to share 
their	experiences	with	our	students.”
 For more information about helping 
out in a school, please contact the 
building principal directly at the numbers 
found on the top of this page.


