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Annual Report to Community provides 

snapshot of schools’ performance
 

Welcome to our fifth edition of Lower Dauphin’s annual report to the community. Over the years, our 
goal has been to provide a glimpse of our schools’ performance on various standardized tests – 

which are an important measure of the job we are doing educating our community’s children.
 Of course, public education in Lower Dauphin has always been about more than test-taking; so this 
document has endeavored to tell its readers a story of something going on in the school buildings that isn’t 
test related. We also included stories about our students’ many outstanding achievements in athletics, 
music and the arts.
 I’d like to take a moment to talk about our presentation of the test scores in this report. We have 
strived to give you the most important information in a format that is easy to understand, using the bars to 
show the percentage of our students who scored at proficient or above on the PSSA test and comparing 
their scores with those of their peers from across the state. For schools with more than 40 students in an 
identified subgroup (students with individualized education plans or students classified as economically 
disadvantaged), we have also included their scores and compared them with the state average.
 Overall, you will find that our students’ performance on the PSSA tests is outstanding. We see our 
students consistently scoring higher than the state average. But this doesn’t mean we’re satisfied. Like you, 
we want to see each and every student succeed in their academic program in Lower Dauphin. To that end, 
we’re committed to providing quality instruction, materials and support for each student to write his or her 
own success story.
 It continues to be an honor for me to lead this school district. This school 
year marked my seventh as superintendent of schools and I continue to 
be amazed at the quality of the young people who attend our schools and 
receive diplomas every June. 
 We are blessed with all the ingredients for continued success into 
the future and I look forward to reporting about all of the outstanding 
achievements of our students in the years to come.

With Falcon Pride,

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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PSSA Scores

Grades K-5
Students: 1,699
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 80

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 This annual report begins by looking 
at the combined performance of our 
district’s elementary students on the 
reading and mathematics Pennsylvania 
System of School Assessment (PSSA) 
tests which were administered in the 
spring of 2009. The scores from the 
reading and math tests are used to 
measure the district’s performance 
toward meeting the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) goals of the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act.
 To meet the AYP benchmarks, 63 
percent of students must score in the 
advanced or proficient range on the 
PSSA test in reading and 54 percent 
must reach the advanced or proficient 

level in math.
 As you can see, our students’ overall 
scores in each grade level exceeded the 
benchmark lines in both reading and in 
math. Our students also performed at a 
higher level than the state average.  
 We are especially pleased to see 
that our students with individualized 
education plans (IEPs) and our students 
who are economically disadvantaged 
(ED) did very well on the PSSA tests 
last year. In both subgroups we met the 
state’s AYP benchmarks in every area 
except for our IEP students’ performance 
in reading. 
 We plan to continue to work with 
these two groups to bring their scores up 
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to the expected levels while finding ways 
to challenge all students to achieve their 
very best.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 206
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 10

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 In reviewing our PSSA results 
from last year, our staff at Conewago 
Elementary School found both success 
and disappointment.
 We were pleased with our overall 
building math score of 92 percent and 
with the fact that our students’ scores 
were well above the state average and 
that our number of students who were 
proficient or advanced would meet the 
Adequately Yearly Progress targets set 
for the 2011-12 school year.
 In reading however, our building’s 
overall score dropped to 76 percent even 
though we devoted a great deal of time 
and energy to improve our students’ 
reading performance.
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 One of the difficulties in being the 
smallest school in Lower Dauphin has 
to do with our sample size of students 
taking the PSSA test. While most schools 
have three or four classrooms per grade 
level, at Conewago Elementary School, 
we have two. This means that one or two 
students can have a profound impact on 
our scores.
 For example, in 2007-08 our fourth-
graders were 89 percent proficient or 
advanced on the PSSA. Those same 
students scored 4 percentage points 
lower last year because one student fell 
below the proficiency threshold.
 Because of this small margin for 
error, we plan to focus our efforts to help 

77 76 81
72

67 64

95

81
92

81
85

73

ensure that students who are on the 
cusp of the proficiency threshold do not 
slip and help bring up those just below.



Conewago Elementary PTO enhances school program

East Hanover Elementary welcomes new principal

Every September Conewago 
Elementary School holds 

its annual Country Fair.
 This event is the school 
PTO’s largest fundraiser of 
the year. It features pony 
rides and carnival games, 
and an amazing Flea Market 
that is always popular with 
bargain hunters. The PTO sells 
mums and holds an incredibly 
successful silent auction.
 “A lot of what we’re able 
to do throughout the school 
year can be traced back to the 
Country Fair,” said Principal 
Ed Gnall. “I know when I was a 
student I always looked forward 
to it and now as principal, I’m 
amazed at the hard work of our 
volunteers to keep this annual 
tradition going.”
  Proceeds from all sales benefit 
Conewago Elementary throughout the 
school year. 
 All students in grades 1-5 enjoy a 
field trip which is paid for by the PTO. 

The students, staff and parents at East 
Hanover Elementary School said 

farewell to long-time principal Miss Carol 
Schilling at the close of last school year.
 Taking her place at the helm of 
the school is Mr. Gary Messinger, who 
comes to Lower Dauphin from the 
Cornwall-Lebanon School District’s South 
Lebanon Elementary School where he 
was a fifth-grade classroom teacher and 
also served as head teacher during the 
school principal’s absence. 
 Mr. Messinger said leaving the 
classroom has been a challenge because 
of missing the day-to-day interaction with 
students. But the trade-off is that he’s 
now able to know more students and 
have an impact on their education. 
 “You’re not teaching kids on a daily 
basis. Now you’re working with teachers 
and staff to make the difference in our 
kids’ lives. 
 “I feel good at where we are and 
where we’re going,” he said. “It’s exciting 
to be able to work with our teachers 
in order to go from good results in the 
classroom to great!”

 Since he 
was a classroom 
teacher himself 
last year, Mr. 
Messinger 
said he’s been 
able to offer a 
modeling and 
demonstrating 
approach for 
his staff. This 
means that he 
occasionally 
goes into a 
classroom 
and teaches a 
lesson to allow 
the classroom 
teacher to observe different methods and 
approaches to instruction.
 This is especially helpful this current 
school year with the implementation 
of the new “Reading Street” series in 
language arts since Mr. Messinger’s 
last school district was using it and he is 
very familiar with the materials and the 
approach.

 “While this position has a 
management component, I’m really trying 
to have a presence in the building as 
an educational leader,” he explained. “I 
want the staff to know that they can come 
to me with questions about educational 
matters and work through issues together 
to equip all of our students with the skills 
needed to succeed.” 

For the fourth-grade trip to Philadelphia 
and the fifth-grade trip to Washington, 
D.C.  the students ride in charter buses.  
Last year, the school had five assemblies 
on topics ranging from birds of prey and 
the science of sport to self-esteem and 
anti-bullying. 

      The PTO also helps underwrite 
the cost of the Santa breakfast and 
helps put on the annual school-wide 
Thanksgiving feast. The PTO also 
puts together family fun nights and 
publishes the annual Creative Corner 
magazine which features artwork and 
stories from the school’s students.
      “What helps give our school its 
close-knit feeling are these kind of 
activities which wouldn’t be possible 
without the efforts of our PTO 
volunteers,” Mr. Gnall said. “In addition, 
the PTO provides support to the 
school’s educational program.”
      Mr. Gnall explained that the PTO 
has provided books, shelving and 
materials to establish the book closet.
 The book closet turned a small 
unused closet in the school into a 
reading center with more than 15,000 

titles.  The idea behind the book closet 
is to provide every student in the school 
with a book at his or her individual 
reading level to take home every day. 



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 389
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 18

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 Looking at our PSSA tests from last 
school year, we see that our students 
performed above the state average in all 
areas and exceeded the state-mandated 
bechmarks of 63 percent proficient or 
advanced in reading and 54 percent in 
math.
 Compared with the 2007-08 scores, 
our overall reading percentage went 
up almost 9 percentage points. This 
included a 19 percentage point increase 
among our students with individualized 
education plans.
 In math, our building’s overall 
percentage of students proficient or 
advanced only increased slightly. 
 However, there were some areas that 
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showed tremendous growth – notably our 
IEP students who raised their scores 10 
percentage points from the year before.  
We feel that having learning support 
teachers team-teach with the regular 
education teachers helped achieve this 
increase in scores.
 In reviewing and analyzing these 
building results, our staff has dedicated 
itself to using data to guide instructional 
practices more in the 2009-10 school 
year.
 By using data from assessments 
during the year, we hope to determine 
areas of strength and weakness to focus 
our instructional time on the areas of the 
curriculum that need the most work. We 
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are also using testing to prioritize skills 
we need to focus on at the start of new 
units of instruction.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 399
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 19

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 At Londonderry Elementary 
School, we are pleased to report that 
our students in all three grade levels  
met the state-mandated performance 
benchmarks outlined in the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act in both reading and 
math for the 2008-09 school year. 
 Our students exceeded the 
performance of their peers across the 
state on every test except for the fifth-
grade PSSA in math, but those fifth-
graders did score higher than they did 
in the 2007-08 school year as fourth-
graders.
 Based upon our 2008 PSSA data, the 
staff made reading an instructional target. 
Using data from assessments throughout 
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the school year, teachers were able 
to develop lessons based on areas of 
student need. These efforts appear to 
have really paid off as our reading scores 
reflected the highest number of proficient 
and advanced students we have ever 
had at Londonderry. 
 While our scores were improved, we 
would like to show greater growth in the 
future. 
 Therefore, our instructional targets 
for the 2009-10 school year remain 
focused on reading. Our staff continues 
to use data from assessments to guide 
further instruction. 
 We will also do more frequent 
checks for understanding to allow staff to 
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immediately remediate or enrich student 
learning based on student responses.
 



Londonderry expands outreach to preschoolers

Nye Elementary students give back to community
Under beds, in closets 

and in dresser drawers, 
parents of Nye Elementary 
School students have found 
boxes of loose change. 
That’s because students at 
Nye start saving for the next 
Penny War as soon as the 
current one is over.
 The Penny War is Nye 
Elementary School’s largest 
fundraising campaign where 
the students bring in change 
which goes into a grade 
level container. Pennies in 
the container are added up 
for the grade level score. 
But, any silver coins in the 
container take away from 
that score. The object of 
the Penny War is to put pennies in your 
grade level container and put silver coins 
(or even dollar bills) in another grade 
level’s container. Over the years this has 
become quite a competition. In 2008-
2009, the students, staff and community 
at Nye raised $2,394 through their Penny 
War. 

Two years ago, Londonderry 
Elementary School started a program 

to help get our community’s preschoolers 
ready for kindergarten. Last year an 
average of 22 preschoolers participated 
in the “Londonderry Little Readers Club” 
program every month.
 Principal Mike Lausch said the 
program has shown some promise with 
the little readers scoring higher on their 
kindergarten registration screenings 
when compared with preschoolers who 
did not participate in the program.
 “We’ve been very pleased with what 
we’ve seen,” Mr. Lausch said. “Kids who 
have attended are doing better that those 
who didn’t attend or who don’t attend 
preschool.”
 In addition, in surveying their 
parents, Mr. Lausch said there was an 
increase in reading at home as a family 
activity.
 The Little Readers Club provides 
opportunities for parents to help get their 
preschooler ready for school. It also 
provides school-based activities for their 
children in art, music, physical education 

 That total went to the Relay for Life to 
benefit the American Cancer Society. In 
2008-2009, Nye raised a total of $4,695 
for this cause. This money is given to the 
Lower Dauphin Relay for Life team as 
they participate in the event. 
 Throughout the year, our students, 
staff and community members 

participated in several events 
to help raise our grand total. 
 In October we held a 
bake sale at the school during 
the lunch period. The bake 
sale raised $101. In January, 
the school held a raffle for 
Super Bowl baskets and 
raised $652. In May another 
basket raffle raised $1,528. 
 “Through all these 
events, we raised our grand 
total of $4,695,” Principal 
Doug Winner said. “We will be 
at it again next year and we 
hope to do even better. The 
money goes to a great cause 
and we have a lot of fun doing 
it.” 
 Nye also participates 

in the annual Jump Rope for Heart 
campaign. During this event, the students 
raised $2,533 by jumping rope in physical 
education classes.  
 Together with the money raised 
for Relay for Life, Nye students raised 
$7,228 to help other people. 

and of course 
monthly lessons 
in reading.
 Based on 
the success of 
this program, 
Londonderry 
Elementary is 
offering a pre-
kindergarten 
class once 
a month for 
preschoolers 
to provide 
even more 
of a chance 
for the school 
community’s children to come to school 
ready to learn in kindergarten.
 This program began at the start of 
this school year and takes more of a 
“curricular approach” according to Mr. 
Lausch. The 33 students enrolled in the 
program spend an afternoon once a 
month with a kindergarten teacher and 
go through a typical kindergarten day.
Even at the mid-way point of the year, 

Mr. Lausch reported that the students 
“showed tremendous growth in school-
readiness skills” with students learning 
letters and developing a knowledge of 
print.
 With no preschool in the school 
community, he said these two programs 
are helping prepare students for their 
school careers which will hopefully lead 
to academic success down the road.



PSSA Scores

 As you can see in the graphs below, 
our students at Nye Elementary School 
exceeded the state benchmarks of 63 
percent proficient or advanced in reading 
and 56 percent proficient or advanced in 
math. Our students also out-performed 
the state average in all grade levels.
 Our students’ performance in 
mathematics continues to be a source 
of great pride at our school, with all 
three grade levels scoring more than 90 
percent proficient or advanced. In fact, 
only 11 students in grades 3-5 did not 
reach the state performance benchmark 
for their grade level. 
 We attribute this high performance 
to our team-teaching approach in which 

At A Glance
Students: 339
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 17

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
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a learning support teacher co-teaches 
lessons in the classroom with the 
students who have the greatest need.
 In reading our school’s scores were 
also above the state benchmark and 
above the state average, but we know 
our students can do better so we’re 
making reading improvement our goal for 
this school year.
 We plan to work on including guided 
reading strategies into our reading 
instruction and utilize our learning 
support teachers to co-teach in reading 
in much the same way as they do in 
mathematics.
 We also believe our new reading 
series provide us with a wealth of new 
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materials including appropriately leveled 
reading materials to facilitate guided 
reading.



PSSA Scores

 At South Hanover, we continue 
to be very pleased with our students’ 
performance on the PSSA tests in both 
reading and in math. 
 Looking at the graphs below, you can 
see that all of our grade levels met the 
state benchmarks of 63 percent proficient 
or advanced in reading and 56 percent 
proficient or advanced in math. All of our 
grade level scores are also significantly 
above the state average for their grade 
level.
 Most of our scores last year were an 
improvement on those from the 2007-
08 school year. One of the factors that 
we believe helped lead to this success 
is our building’s use of data from 

At A Glance
Students: 366
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 16

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 97%
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assessments given during the school 
year to determine where additional work 
was needed in our classrooms. Each 
grade used data to create focus groups 
targeting areas of instruction based on 
student needs. 
 For example, if a majority of the 
students in a class struggled with a unit 
on fractions, the teacher might re-teach 
the material in a different way to make 
it more clear before moving on to a 
new concept. This leads to a greater 
understanding of the material which 
students are expected to know.
 As we look to this school year, we 
plan to continue the use of assessment 
data to help drive our instruction with 
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a strong emphasis on maintaining high 
standards and using flexible groupings. 
 



South Hanover is recognized for Veterans Day program

At LDMS, mobile computer labs expand technology usage

South Hanover Elementary School’s 
Veterans Day celebration seems to 

get bigger and better every year.
 At the end of last year’s program, 
the entire student body stood to sing 
“Proud to be an American” while waving 
little American flags. The program also 
included an essay contest, a slide show 
and patriotic readings.
 Forty-two veterans attended last 
year’s event – mostly friends and 
family of the school’s students and 
staff. Each veteran was “adopted” 
by a classroom and was presented 
with a commemorative book featuring 
a certificate of honor signed by the 
students, a class photo in which the 
students spelled out the words “thank 
you,” and a copy of all the essays 
submitted by fourth- and fifth-graders in 
the school’s annual essay contest.
 Teacher Elaine Enders explained 
that the gifts were just one small way 
for students to thank the veterans’ 
commitment to America. Mrs. Enders 
organized the Veterans Day celebration 
at the school and her father, an Army 

At Lower Dauphin Middle School, 
using computers for classroom work 

involved scheduling one of the school’s 
two computer labs. 
 Each lab has 30 desktop computers, 
but one lab is booked for two periods 
every day for keyboarding instruction 
for sixth-graders. And while the school 
had some other computers sprinkled 
throughout the building, scheduling a 
group activity using the technology was 
difficult.
 All that changed last year when the 
district had wireless internet access 
installed throughout the building. The 
district also added a portable cart 
containing 30 laptops. Each laptop is 
equipped with a long-life battery and the 
ability to access the wireless network 
– this allows students can to at their 
desks and work online while the teacher 
instructs.
 Based on last year’s success, the 
middle school added two more carts for 
use as a “mobile computer lab.”
 “We’re getting to the point where 
technology is no longer a special 
component in the classroom,” said 

Principal Dan 
Berra. “It is a tool 
we use to teach, 
much like our 
textbooks and 
other classroom 
materials.”
 Mr. Berra 
explains that 
bringing the 
computers directly 
to the students 
allows them to 
access information 
in their traditional 
classroom setting. 
The laptop labs 
also allow students 
to conduct research with guidance from 
their classroom teacher and create 
multimedia presentations to share with 
their classmates.
 “Teachers have made significant 
gains in the utilization of technology in 
the classroom,” Mr. Berra said. 
 And for the students, seeing 
technology in use in the regular 
classroom setting will prepare them for 

veteran, attended the 
program.
For her efforts, Mrs. 
Enders received a personal 
commendation from the 
U.S. Army. The school 
as a whole also received 
recognition for its support of 
deployed service members.
 The school received a 
U.S. Army Freedom Team 
Salute Commendation. 
The school was nominated 
by Sgt. Gerry Ortiz, a 
soldier who received a care 
package from South Hanover Elementary 
School and from the high school football 
team while he was deployed overseas 
in Iraq. When he returned, he presented 
American flags to both the South 
Hanover Elementary School student 
body and to the football team. Since 
then, he has returned to South Hanover 
Elementary School every Veterans Day 
to participate in the school’s annual 
ceremony.
  “Your family members and 

friends gathered in this room made a 
commitment to our country to defend 
the freedom you have as an American 
so that you may grow up and enjoy 
the many opportunities life has in store 
for you,” Principal Pat Rhine told her 
students. “We have much to be thankful 
for and much to be proud of. We are 
honored to enjoy the presence and 
support of the brave men and women 
who have served our country.”

the high school which uses a great deal 
of technology in daily instruction under 
the auspices of the state Classrooms of 
the Future program.
 “With these three laptop carts, 
we are starting the process of making 
technology an integral part of how we 
teach,” he said. “And, we’ll be preparing 
our students for the high school and 
beyond where technology usage is part 
of their daily life.”



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 937
Grades: 6-8
Classrooms: 71

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%

 Lower Dauphin Middle School met 
the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
rstandard for the fourth year in a row, 
seeing positive gains on the PSSA test in 
several areas.
 All grade levels far exceeded the 
state proficiency goal of 56 percent in 
math and their scores were significantly 
higher than those of their peers across 
the state.
 All grade levels improved on their 
previous year’s performance on the 
reading portion of the assessment as 
well. The individual cohort goups also 
showed improvement in their scores 
when compared with those from 2007-
08. What this means is that last year’s 
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sixth-graders performed better than they 
did as fifth-graders. The seventh-graders 
improved over their sixth-grade scores 
and the eighth-graders improved upon 
their scores from seventh grade.
 In both reading and math our 
students with individualized education 
plans (IEP) and those classified as 
economically disadvantaged (ED) made 
significant gains when compared with 
their scores from the previous year.
 Our school’s economically 
disadvantaged students also were able to 
meet the benchmark for Adequate Yearly 
Progress. However our IEP students 
continue to struggle to reach that mark. 
Their scores have continued to improve 
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so our school was credited with making 
AYP, but we recognize that more work 
needs to be done to ensure that these 
students succeed on the PSSA test.



PSSA Scores

 Lower Dauphin High School again 
met the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
requirements of the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act for the 2008-09 school year.
 As you can see in the chart 
below detailing our eleventh-graders’ 
performance on the PSSA tests, our 
students achieved scores higher than 
the state averages in both reading and 
in math.  Our students’ performance 
also showed an increase over the high 
school’s 2007-08 scores.
 However, we view our performance 
of the PSSA as just one snapshot of our 
overall student performance. At the high 
school, we are also able to review our 
students’ performance on other national 

standardized tests and compare our 
results with those of the state and the 
nation.
 As you can see in the charts, our 
students’ performance on the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) and the ACT 
college readiness tests as well as their 
performance on the Advanced Placement 
Exam.
 Roughly 71 percent of our high 
school’s senior class took the SAT during 
their academic career. As you can see in 
the chart on the next page, our students 
have consistently performed at a higher 
level than the state and the national 
average. Our students’ combined 
average score was 1049 in math and 

verbal.
 While significantly fewer students 
take the ACT college readiness exam, 
our students’ performance on that test 
also exceeds the state average in every 
subject area and in the composite score.
 Lower Dauphin High School offers 
15 Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
during most school years. Students in 
these courses have the option to take 
the AP Exam, with those scoring at 3 or 
above being eligible to receive college 
credit or advanced placement in that 
subject area at the college level.
 During the 2008-09 school year, 
228 students took 415 AP Exams with 
74 percent of Lower Dauphin students 
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SAT & AP Exam Scores

 2006 520 493 503 543 500 518 

 2007 510 493 502 534 499 515

 2008 516 494 502 552 501 515

 2009 516 493 501 533 501 515

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09

 91.7 69.2 92.3 69.1 100 67.5

 79.5 70.2 88.9 69.2 86.6 68.1

 64.7 62.8 40.6 57.2 46.7 58.0

 74.3 67.4 72.5 64.3 73.9 66.4

 75.0 66.3 n/a --- n/a ---

 60.0 60.4 60.0 60.1 100 73.5



 2005-06 24.6 21.3 23.9 21.7 24.0 22.2 22.5 21.4 23.8 21.8

 2006-07 22.7 21.5 23.3 21.9 22.7 22.4 22.0 21.5 22.9 22.0

 2007-08 23.1 21.8 24.4 22.3 21.9 22.5 21.8 21.6 23.0 22.2

 2008-09 22.2 21.7 23.9 22.2 24.8 22.4 22.6 21.5 23.5 22.1

ACT Scores

At A Glance
Students: 1,272
Grades: 9-12
Classrooms: 78

AYP Met: Yes
Graduation: 96%

scoring 3 or higher.
 Three students, Carrie Diamond, 
Robert Maurer and Catherine Meador, 
qualified for the prestigious National AP 
Scholar Award by earning an average 
grade of at least 4 on all AP Exams 
taken and grades of 4 or higher on eight 
or more exams.
 Sixteen students qualified for the 
AP Scholar with Distinction Award by 
earning an average grade of at least 
3.5 on all AP Exams taken and grades 
of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams. Another nine students qualified 
for the AP Scholar with Honor Award 
by earning an average grade of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken and grades 
of 3 or higher on four or more of these 
exams. Finally, 20 students qualified for 
the AP Scholar Award by completing 
three or more AP Exams with grades 
of 3 or higher. Obviously, at the high 
school we are all very proud of these 
students’ accomplishments. They show 
a dedication to academic excellence 
for which the entire community can be 
proud. However, not every student seeks 
such a challenge. 
 This is why the high school began 
making changes to the course selection 
process last year which will limit the 
number of students taking ‘basic’ 
courses and require them to take more 
challenging coursework.
 In the past, students were able to 
select a basic course with the aim of 

doing less homework or not having to 
work as hard on the coursework.
 “Too often we saw students taking 
basic courses when they were clearly 
able of taking a more challenging 
course,” Principal Todd Neuhard said. 
“We want course selection decisions 
to be an academic decision, not a 
motivation decision.”
 Starting last year, incoming freshmen 
may only take a basic course with prior 
approval. In the current school year, 
freshmen and sophomores will need 
approval to take a basic course. Next 
year the changes will apply to juniors.
 “ We want to see our students 
challenge themselves by taking the 
appropriate level of course,” Mr. Neuhard 
said. “If a student can do the work, they 
should attempt to do so.”
 Mr. Neuhard explained that incoming 
ninth-graders who scored at proficient or 
above on the PSSA tests in eighth grade 
signed up for a basic level course at the 
high school. These basic level courses 
are not designed for students who are 
already proficient, which meant that the 
proficient students were not receiving 
adequate preparation for the PSSA in 
11th grade.
 “There is still a need for these 
courses,” he explained. “But now we 
require approval before allowing a 
student to take one of these basic level 
courses.”
 That approval involves teacher 

input, standardized test scores, 
recommendation of a guidance counselor 
and administrative review.  This process 
is only in place for English and math 
courses since these subjects group 
students by ability more than social 
studies and science courses which are 
already heterogeneously grouped.
 “We have high expectations of all of 
our students,” Mr. Neuhard said. “This 
new system is helping our students 
challenge themselves to meet their 
potential.”
 About 80 percent of Lower Dauphin 
graduates continue their education 
beyond high school. Of that group, 
roughly 72 percent attend four-year 
colleges or universities and the remaining 
28 percent attend community colleges 
and trade/technical schools.
 In addition to our regular education 
program, 101 Lower Dauphin students 
attended Dauphin County Technical 
School last year.



Student-athletes represent Lower Dauphin community
 While we are proud of our academic 
accomplishments, we are also proud of 
our student athletes.
 Last year, more than 30 Lower 
Dauphin student-athletes signed-up to 
continue their academic and athletic 
careers in colleges and universities 
across the nation.
 Lower Dauphin High School 
also boasted two Travers’ Award 
winners. Considered to be the most 
prestigious sports award in southcentral 
Pennsylvania, Carrie Diamond and 
Michael Brown won the award for their 
prowess in the classroom and on the 
playing field. This was the second time in 
the award’s 28-year history that the male 
and female winners came from the same 
school.
 The following list provides 
recognition to a few of our many 
outstanding student athletes from the 
past school year. Space constraints 
do not permit us to recognize all of our 
students who distinguished themselves 
over the course of the 2008-09 school 
year.
 Football - Team boasted five division 
all-stars and earned the Joseph F. Bruno 
Jr. Sportsmanship Award.
 Field Hockey - Team went to the  

Lower Dauphin musicians shine in honor ensembles
 Lower Dauphin’s 
music program has 
a long tradition of 
excellence, providing 
students with yet 
another opportunity 
to shine. Just as our 
athletes devote long 
hours to practicing 
their craft, our student 
musicians are just as 
dedicated and have 
found success in their 
chosen speciality.
 The following list 
provides recognition 
to a few of our many 
outstanding student 
musicians from the past 
school year. Space 
constraints do not 
permit us to recognize 
all of our students who 
participated in honor 
ensembles over the 

second round of the PIAA tournament 
and won the District III 
championship. The squad 
boasted four members 
of the all-state team.
 Boys’ Soccer - 
Recorded its 300th 
win and qualified 
for the District III 
tournament.
 Golf - The 
squad set a 
new school and 
division scoring 
record and won the 
Mid-Penn Keystone 
Division title for the 
first time in 17 years.
 Girls’ Basketball - The 
team qualified for districts and 
had two conference all-stars. Senior 
Carly Schaller set the school record for 
three-pointers.
 Wrestling - The team had seven 
grapplers qualify for districts and sent two 
to states with Michael English picking up 
an eighth-place showing.
 Swimming - Eleven team records 
were broken this year and the boys’ 
team won the Keystone Division. The 
team sent its first relay to the PIAA 

Championships. Sophomore Timothy 
Maurer captured a ninth- and an 

11th-place finish at states and 
was named an All-American. 

Three other swimmers 
were Academic All-
Americans.
 Baseball - The 
team qualified for 
districts and placed 
three players on the 
divisional all-star team.
 Softball - 
Four players earned 

divisional all-star honors 
and the squad qualified 

for districts.
 Girls’ Soccer - The team 

captured the school’s first state 
title and had two players named to 

the division all-star team. 
 Boys’ Volleyball - Three players were 
named to the conference all-star squad 
and the team won the division title.
 Track & Field - Senior Michael Brown 
was a state and district champion in the 
300-meter hurdles and was district and 
state runner-up in the 110-meter hurdles. 
Jared Bausch won a district title in discus 
and silver in shot put. He won second 
place at the PIAA Championships in 
discus.
 
 

course of the 
2008-09 school 
year.
 PMEA District 7 
Chorus - Arielle 
Book, Luke 
Forshey, Timothy 
Harman, Eugene 
Prymak, Ella 
Smith, Laura 
Weidner, Drew 
Wolgemuth, and 
Lindsey Yingst.
 PMEA Regional 
Chorus - Arielle 
Book, Luke 
Forshey, Timothy 
Harman, Eugene 
Prymak, and Ella 
Smith.
 PMEA District 
7 Band - Kaysey 
Davis, Alex 
Miller, Samantha 
Dzuranin, Drew 

Woglemuth and Allen Welkie.
 PMEA Regional Band - Kaysey 
Davis.
 PMEA District 7 Orchestra - Nicholas 
Perry.
 PMEA Regional Orchestra - Nicholas 
Perry.
 PMEA District 7 Jazz Band - 
Luke Forshey, Ella Smith and Drew 
Wolgemuth.
 PMEA District 7 Youth Band Festival 
- Noah Scholfield, Sarah Little, Sarah 
Keister, Mike Casamassa, Stephen 
Slimak, Matt Bell, Sean Weidner, Austin 
Schwartz, and Keri Whitehaus. 
 String Festival - Christina Burns, 
Alexa Lessard, Jonah Melnic, Shea 
Mummert, Chris Munz, Alexa Nissley, 
Madison Pence, Jacob Ruch, Dana 
Shaffer, Katie Spanos, Raechel Talaber, 
Megan Banning, Kathryn Durenleau, 
Elizabeth Gross, Jennifer Jackson, 
Gabrielle Longreen, James McDonough, 
Madison O’Neill, Mikala Wells, and 
Cassie Zinkan.



PSSA Scores

 This is the second year we have 
included the results of our students’ 
performance on the PSSA tests in 
science and in writing in this annual 
report to the community.
 While the results of these tests do 
not count toward the district’s Adequate 
Yearly Progress goals, we feel it is still 
important to share them with our Lower 
Dauphin community stakeholders.
 In science, the state has only 
released students’ results for two years 
for the tests taken in grades 4, 8 and 11. 
As you can see in the chart below, our 
students out-performed the state average 
in all three grade levels.
 However, that does not mean that we 

Writing Proficient & Advanced

LD LD LD

100

80

40

20

60

Grade 5 Grade 8

PA PA PA

Grade 11

Science Proficient & Advanced

LD LD LD

100

80

40

20

60

Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 11

PA PA PA

are pleased with the results – especially 
in eighth and 11th grade. While it is not a 
good idea to draw too many conclusions 
from a test which is in its second year, we 
are examining the results to determine if 
we are addressing the state’s standards 
in our curriculum and in our classrooms.
 On the PSSA writing exam, our 
scores have continued to exceed the 
state average and we have seen some 
outstanding growth in our scores, 
especially at the elementary level.
 In the 2007-08 school year, our 
elementary average was 64 percent 
advanced and proficient and as you 
can see in the chart below our students 
gained five percentage points last year.

 We also saw a slight increase in 
our PSSA writing scores at the middle 
school, increasing from 83 to 86 percent 
advanced and proficient. At the high 
school, there was a slight dip in our 
writing scores, going from 88 percent 
advanced and proficient to 84 percent 
last year.
 Even though the PSSA scores in 
science and writing scores do not count 
toward Adequate Yearly Progress, 
the district takes these results very 
seriously and will strive to ensure that our 
students performance mirrors the high 
expectations of our staff, parents and 
community.
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said Sherri Smith, superintendent. “We 
hope they take the opportunity to share 
their experiences with our students.”
 For more information about helping 
out in a school, please contact the 
building principal directly at the numbers 
found on the top of this page.

Report to the Community is published annually 
for the residents of the Lower Dauphin School 
District.

Contact Your School:
District Administrative Center:  566-5300
Lower Dauphin High School:  566-5330
Lower Dauphin Middle School: 566-5310
Conewago Elementary:  533-5361
East Hanover Elementary:  469-2686
Londonderry Elementary:  944-9462
Annie B. Nye Elementary:  566-0300
South Hanover Elementary:  566-2564
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Seniors invited to get involved in school activities
 Senior citizens living in the Lower 
Dauphin School District have lots of 
opportunities to keep involved with 
school programs.
 The first and biggest benefit is the 
Falcon Friends Card which entitles 
the bearer to free admission to all 
Lower Dauphin events, including home 
sporting events. To be eligible for the 
card, senior citizens must be 65 or 
older and reside in the Lower Dauphin 
School District. To receive a card, please 
contact Jim Hazen, district coordinator of 
communications, at 566-5307.
 For Lower Dauphin residents over 
the age of 70, the district provides relief 
from the $250 occupation assessment 
tax. This tax relief is provided 
automatically by the district census 
records. If you feel you are being taxed 
in error, please contact Bobby Hoover at 
566-5311.
 Volunteen also hosts the annual 
Senior Citizens Prom every spring. This 
free event features music, dancing, food, 
door prizes and entertainment. This 
year’s event will take place at the high 

school on April 17.
 Lower Dauphin also offers senior 
citizens a chance to get involved in 
helping youngsters through tutoring 
programs and other volunteer 
opportunities.
 “We recognize that our senior 
citizens have a lot to offer our students,” 

Nondiscrimination Policy:

The Lower Dauphin School District, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based on gender, race, religion, national 
origin, color or handicap. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and 
federal laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments Act of 1973, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.


