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t Student success is the measure of a district  
 

 elcome to our Annual Report, prepared for the community to review our students’ achievements 
from the 2009-2010 school year. In this, our sixth edition, you will find that we have a lot to celebrate. 
But we also have areas where we need to work hard to reach our district’s vision of every student 
succeeding.

Within this document, you will find the results of our students’ performance on the Pennsylvania System of 
School Assessment tests which were taken in the spring of 2010. The use of PSSAs has become a significant 
measure of a school district’s success both at the district level and at the individual building level. Here in Lower 
Dauphin, we are pleased to be able to report that our students’ continue to perform at a very high level. In fact, 
our district was one of only three in Dauphin County last year in which every school met the Adequate Yearly 
Progress benchmarks set by the state as part of the federal No Child Left Behind requirements.

At the high school, we have a few more standardized tests with which to measure students’ performance. 
On the SAT, the ACT and the Advanced Placement exam, our students also out-perform their peers across the 
state and across the nation.

But Lower Dauphin has always prided itself on more than just test scores.
In this document, you will also find stories from each school building which highlight the “extra” things 

that don’t necessarily show up in a quantitative exam. Though I’m sure you would agree that the climate in 
our schools, the academic programs for our students, and our sports and music programs help to build the 
excellence which manifests itself on those standardized tests. 

This is a challenging time for public education and school districts are increasingly being scrutinized for how 
well their tax money is being spent. For years, Lower Dauphin has been rated very high in this measure as well, 
with our dollars spent equating into high student achievement. Recently the Center for American Progress listed 
our district as one in which students’ test scores were high and dollars spent per 
student were low – a ratio that is highly prized.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the support of our Lower 
Dauphin community. And it is to you, our shareholders and our stakeholders, 
and to our students that we dedicate this report.

With Falcon Pride,

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

W



PSSA Scores

Grades K-5
Students: 1,693
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 80

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 This year’s annual report starts 
with an analysis of the combined 
performance of our district’s elementary 
students in reading and mathematics 
on the Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment (PSSA) tests which were 
administered in the spring of 2010. The 
scores from these reading and math 
tests are used to measure the district’s 
performance toward meeting the 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) goals of 
the federal No Child Left Behind Act.
 To meet the AYP benchmarks, 63 
percent of students must score in the 
proficient or advanced range on the 
PSSA test in reading and 54 percent 
must reach the proficient or advanced 

range in math.
 As you can see, our students’ overall 
scores in each grade level exceeded the 
benchmark line in both reading and in 
math. Our students also out-performed 
their grade-level peers across the state.
 Comparing our scores to last 
year’s results, we see improvement in 
our reading and math scores at every 
grade level. The scores of our students 
classified as economically disadvantaged 
(ED) also increased compared to last 
year. Our students with individualized 
education plans (IEPs) saw mixed results 
– with our scores increasing in math, but 
decreasing some in reading.
 We plan to continue to work to bring 
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the scores of our students with IEPs to 
to the state benchmark in reading while 
continuing to challenge all students to do 
their very best.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 213
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 10

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 We are very excited about the growth 
of our students’ scores from last school 
year.
 We saw improvement in nearly every 
grade level and in some cases, the 
growth was significant. For example, our 
fifth-grade reading scores jumped from 
67 percent proficient and advanced to 
84 percent. We also saw a double-digit 
gain in our third-graders’ scores – from 
77 percent proficient and advanced to 88 
percent.
 We attribute some of these gains 
to the fact that we targeted reading last 
year. 
 While we are pleased with our 
improvement in reading, we have 
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taken on the mindset of continuous 
improvement. We are looking to improve 
upon our use of the new reading series 
that was implemented last school year.  
Additionally, we will be targeting our 
most at-risk readers and providing them 
with increased interventions in an effort 
to meet their needs. Our objective is to 
close the gap between our reading and 
math scores.
 Our math scores continue to be 
an area of pride in our building with 
increases in fourth grade and in fifth 
grade scored compared to those from the 
previous year. 
 As you can see, our students’ 
scores are already well above the state 
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benchmarks and the scores of their 
grade-level peers across the state. 



Conewago Elementary project will double size of school

East Hanover community makes school so special

Last school year, our 
students and staff 

were all excited about the 
prospect of our building 
project getting started in 
the 2010-11 school year.
 The school board 
approved the design of 
the school’s expansion at 
a meeting in September 
2009. And a year later, 
ground was broken for the 
work to begin.
 The school was built 
in 1957 and expanded in 
1993.
 This project will more 
than double the size of the 
school, creating 70,000 
square feet of new space 
and renovate 11,400 
square feet of the existing 
building. The classroom wing built in the 
1950s will be demolished.
 EI Associates, the district’s architect, 
has designed the project to obtain 

Principal Gary Messinger talks often 
about how community support is vital 

to the school’s mission.
 “One of the things that impressed 
me most about coming here was the 
amount of community involvement in 
our students’ education,” he said of his 
first year on the job. “That community 
support makes for a very special learning 
environment.”
 For example, community volunteers 
from The Giving Tree sponsored a 
Homework Buddies program to help 
identified fifth-graders last year. The 
sessions ran from November through 
April and utilized adult and high school 
students as buddies. 
 Lower Dauphin Communities That 
Care came to school for six weeks to 
offer an after-school program designed 
to help girls get along better. Their Club 
Ophelia program was offered to 13 girls 
last year. They also offered a Lunch 
Buddies program in which community 
volunteers came to school and provided 
mentoring to selected students under the 

umbrella of 
Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of 
the Capital 
Region.
 The 
Shellsville 
VFW Post 
9639 
provides our 
students with 
opportunities 
to express 
their 
patriotism 
through 
contests and 
support our 
citizenship education efforts.
 Our students are also able to learn 
the importance of volunteerism and 
altruism in our community through 
several opportunities. 
 For example, our school has a 
special relationship with the Grantville 
Food Bank in which our students collect 

food a few times a year to benefit those 
in our community who are in need.
 Our Helping Hands’ students collect 
change for UNICEF and hold a bake sale 
to benefit a local charity. Our students 
also take crafts to the Mohler Senior 
Citizens Center in Hershey and sing 
holiday songs to the residents. 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certification to 
demonstrate the benefits and promote 
awareness of responsible “green 
building” design.

 As part of the 
LEED certification, 
the project will use a 
“gray water” collection 
system to catch 
rainwater for use in the 
school’s public toilets. 
Other “green” features 
include exterior lighting 
using LED luminaries 
which last longer and 
use less energy and the 
use of a high-efficiency 
geothermal heating and 
cooling system. 
 “We’re very 
proud of the green 
features that we were 
able to include in this 
project,” Dr. Smith said.
 And Principal 
Ed Gnall agreed, 

“This is an exciting time for our school 
community. I’m sure this school will be 
something for our students to enjoy for 
years to come.”



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 391
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 18

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 Our students did very well on the 
2010 Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment exams. In fact, our scores 
were high enough to meet the Adequate 
Yearly Progress standards when they 
increase next year.
 As you can see in the charts below, 
our students scoring at the proficient 
or advanced level in reading were well 
above the state-wide average. But 
equally significant is the fact that our 
reading scores in fifth-grade made a 
significant increase – going from 69 
percent proficient and advanced on the 
2009 test to 82 percent last year. 
 In mathematics, our students also 
out-performed their peers from across 
the state. Our fifth-graders made 
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significant gains in their scores – going 
from 75 percent proficient and advanced 
to 87 percent in 2010. Our third-graders 
also made a nice improvement over the 
previous year – going from 88 percent 
to 97 percent proficient and advanced in 
2010.
 We also saw increases in both 
reading and math among our students 
who are classified as being economically 
disadvantaged. We also saw significant 
increases in our reading scores for 
students with Individualized Education 
Plans. 
 We believe changes in our schedule 
to allow for more uninterrupted time 
for reading and math instruction and 
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an increased use of pre-test data to 
determine areas where students could 
benefit have improved instruction.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 372
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 19

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%

 Looking at our test scores below, you 
can see that we have a lot of work to do 
to improve our students’ performance on 
the state’s assessments. 
 In reading, our scores fell in third 
and fifth grade when compared with our 
results from 2009. You can see that our 
fifth-graders’ scores failed to meet the 
state’s benchmark of 63 percent proficent 
and advanced and was also below the 
state-wide average.
 However, even though our fifth-
graders didn’t meet the benchmark, our 
building is still considered to have met 
the criteria for Adequate Yearly Progress 
by state standards.
 The news was better in mathematics 
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with all of our grades meeting the state 
benchmark of 56 percent proficient and 
advanced. But again, our fifth-graders’ 
scores lagged behind those of their peers 
across the state.
 Looking ahead we will remain 
focused in reading and data usage. 
Using data from pre-test assessments 
will enable our grade-level teams to 
identify areas of strengh and need both 
for individuals and for classrooms. We 
then plan to target instruction in the 
classroom to address these identified 
deficit areas.
 At least quarterly, we plan to regroup 
and examine students’ progress to see 
if we are having the impact we hoped 
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and then move on to other areas. By 
using data in this way, we hope to target 
specific needs of students to enable them 
to succeed. 



Preschool programs preparing kids for school success

Nye Elementary School celebrations are significant
How important is it to 

celebrate the little 
things in life?
 At Nye Elementary 
School, we believe 
strongly that our students’ 
success in the classroom 
is tied directly to their 
feelings that the school 
and the community 
support them.
 That’s why in addition 
to the hard work in our 
classrooms we like to “cut 
loose” and have some fun 
throughout the year.
 Early last year, 
we held our annual 
McTeacher Night at 
the local McDonald’s 
restaurant. While it serves as a fundraiser 
for our PTO, it also is an opportunity for 
our students to see our staff members’ 
silly side.
 We also hold three celebrations 
which invite our families to come 
to school. Our “muffins with mom,” 
“donuts with dad,” and “goodies with 
grandparents” are all hugely successful 

Londonderry Elementary was excited 
to expand the pre-kindergarten 

opportunities provided to township 
residents in 2009-2010. The pre-
kindergarten program at the school now 
includes a half day per month classroom 
experience. 
 This new program was open to all 
children who were eligible to attend 
kindergarten in the 2010-2011 school 
year. Families who opted to attend 
were divided into two groups; a “blue” 
group and a “white” group. Each group 
attended school one half-day each 
month in the afternoon to receive 
instruction based upon the Pennsylvania 
Early Childhood Standards. Our goals 
for the new program were to increase 
the vocabulary and literacy skills of 
the children while assisting them in 
becoming accustomed to school routines 
and the environment. In an effort to 
assist families, we were also able to offer 
transportation to and from the program.
 The results of the pre-kindergarten 
program were astounding! The thirty-five 
children who attended were assessed at 
the mid-year and end of year, measuring 

and each event provides our families with 
a chance to visit with their student in the 
morning before school. 
 Every year around Halloween, our 
students dress up like literary characters 
and march through the neighborhood 
around our school. This fun celebration 
allows our students to get to know their 
school’s neighborhood better and gives 
our neighbors a chance to see our 

students having fun and 
learning at the same time.
 Every February, we 
hold our Manners Day 
in which we encourage 
our students to display 
the manners we discuss 
throughout the year in a 
formal dinner held in our 
cafeteria.
 Our school talent show 
is a terrific celebration in 
which our students get to 
“show-off” a little for their 
peers and have fun at the 
same time.
 Nye Elementary School’s  
bike rodeo and fire safety 
celebrations are also fun 

and serve an academic 
purpose as well. Our students learn 
about bike safety and fire safety and also 
get to meet our public safety officials. 
 As you can see, our calendar is full 
of celebrations. It’s important for our 
students to enjoy their time in school 
because we believe that forming those 
bonds to the school will serve them well 
later in life.

their early 
literacy 
skills. At the 
mid-year 
assessment, 
70 percent of 
the students 
scored 
proficient 
or higher. 
At the end 
of year 
assessment, 
84 percent of 
the students 
scored 
proficient 
or higher. 
Regardless 
of the performance level, every student 
but one improved his/her score on 
the literacy assessment. In addition, 
feedback from parents regarding the 
program was overwhelmingly positive 
with one respondent saying that the 
one drawback was that they wished it 
occurred more frequently.
 We are encouraged by the early 

results of our program and look forward 
to building on it in the coming years. 
 We believe that building these 
relationships with parents at an early 
age and providing pre-kindergarten 
experiences before starting kindergarten 
will have a positive impact upon our 
reading achievement in later grades. 



PSSA Scores

 We have challenged our staff and 
students with a pretty amazing goal – we 
want Nye Elementary School to be the 
first in the district to reach 90 percent of 
our students proficient and advanced in 
both reading and math.
 Looking at the charts below, you can 
see we’re getting close!
 All of our math scores are above 90 
percent advanced and proficient and are 
well above the state benchmark of 56 
percent. We were surprised that our math 
scores increased compared with last 
year’s because they were already above 
90 percent at each grade level.
 Our challenge moving forward is to 
maintain these outstanding results. We 

At A Glance
Students: 339
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 17

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
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have every confidence that this will be 
the case.  
 In reading, our students made 
significant progress last year with scores 
increasing in both third and fourth 
grades. As a building, 86 percent of our 
students were proficient and advanced 
in reading and we believe that we can 
reach that 90 percent level.
 With the new reading series 
implemented last year, it was a great 
time for our staff to develop some new 
instructional practices. And while usually, 
you might expect a slight decline in our 
scores, they held steady or increased.
 Comparing our scores to those from 
the 2008-09 school year, we saw gains 
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in nearly every grade level, including an 
impressive 100 percent proficient and 
advanced in fourth grade.



PSSA Scores

 At South Hanover Elementary, 
our students had another very strong 
showing on their PSSA tests from the 
2009-10 school year.
 Looking at the graphs below, we see 
that all of our grades met the Adequate 
Yearly Progress benchmarks set by the 
state. Our students’ scores were also well 
above those of their peers from across 
the state.
 In mathematics, you can see that all 
of our grade levels averaged more than 
90 percent proficient and advanced – this 
is the first time that all three grade levels 
reached the 90-percent level in math. 
We are justifiably proud of our students’ 
performance and plan to continue to use 

At A Glance
Students: 379
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 16

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
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the data from pre-tests and classroom 
assessments to find areas where 
students require additional help and 
then provide instruction to directly target 
those areas.
 We saw similarly positive results on 
the reading portion of the PSSAs with at 
least 80 percent of our students scoring 
at the proficient or advanced levels. 
 Comparing our scores to those 
from the 2008-09 school year, we saw 
gains in nearly every grade level and 
in third grade all of our students scored 
proficient or advanced in math last year.
 Next school year, the AYP 
benchmarks increase to 72 percent 
proficient and advanced in reading and 
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67 percent in math. Our challenge is to 
continue to increase our students’ scores 
as the benchmarks continue to increase. 
 



South Hanover Elementary welcomes new principal

At LDMS, two honors courses provide students with challenges

The students, staff and parents at 
South Hanover Elementary School 

said farewell to principal Patricia Rhine at 
the close of last school year.
 Mrs. Rhine was principal at South 
Hanove Elementary for the past six 
years.
 Taking her place at the helm of the 
school is Mr. Justin Hanula, who comes 
to the elementary level after serving as 
assistant principal at Lower Dauphin High 
School last year and as the high school’s 
dean of students. 
 Mr. Hanula taught social studies at 
Lower Dauphin High School since 2006. 
Prior to coming to Lower Dauphin, he 
was a teacher in the Northern Lebanon 
and Middletown Area school districts. He 
is also a graduate of Lower Dauphin High 
School.
 He said it is obviously a big change 
going from working with high school 
students to elementary-aged students, 
but it is a challenge he welcomes.
 To get to know the school and its 
culture, Mr. Hanula met with every 
teacher in the building over the summer 
to get to know the staff and allow them 

Last school year, Lower Dauphin 
Middle School implemented honors-

level courses in English and science 
for students who would benefit from a 
greater challenge.
 These courses were developed after 
consultations between the high school 
and middle school faculty about what 
skills should be taught in a middle school 
honors course. The middle school staff 
also reviewed honors courses in other 
school districts and wrote curriculum for 
the two classes.
 Approximately 25 students qualified 
for each course. To qualify, students 
had to demonstrate an interest in the 
course, receive a recommendation from 
previous subject area teachers, and 
have outstanding grades in the subject 
area. Scores on achievement tests also 
factored into student selection.
 The honors English and honors 
science class received school board 
approval and were added to the middle 
school course selection guide for this 
year’s eighth-graders.
 The Honors English course 
introduces topics and literary works on an 

accelerated timeframe 
and at a higher level 
than the regular 
English course. The 
class discusses 
the literature on a 
more sophisticated 
level. The class also 
provides additional 
opportunities for oral 
presentations and 
written work.
 The Honors 
Science course 
focuses on the 
inquiry-based 
approach and shift toward a student-
centered focus for instruction. The 
students complete more lab activities 
in an attempt to move from content 
knowledge to conceptual understanding.
 These two courses are in addition 
to other accelerated offerings in 
mathematics and in foreign language. 
In math, students can be accelerated 
so that they take algebra in seventh 
grade allowing them to take geometry 
(typically a course offered to ninth-

to candidly 
discuss their 
feelings 
about the 
school.
 Coming 
out of those 
discussions, 
the entire 
staff 
committed 
themselves 
to the goal 
of creating a 
“Community 
of Learners” 
by emphasizing the “Four C’s.” 
Those Four C’s stand for Character, 
Commitment, Consistency and 
Cooperation.
 “We had a lot of discussions about 
what would make a great community,” Mr. 
Hanula explained. “And we came up with 
those four values as being necessary for 
excellence – both among our students 
and among ourselves as educators.”
 As the year progresses, Mr. Hanula 
plans to remind students of the Four C’s 

and has had posters made to keep the 
concepts visible for students and staff.
 “South Hanover Elementary School 
has a great tradition and has achieved 
many great things - both academically 
and as a school community. It is my hope 
to build on that strong foundation and 
move forward to equip all of our students 
with the skills needed to succeed in an 
ever-changing world and prepare them 
for the next level of their school career.”

graders) in eighth grade. In foreign 
language, students who scored proficient 
or advanced in reading as sixth-graders 
have the option to take their exploratory 
year of languages a year early and may 
take a first year of foreign language as 
eighth-graders.
 “We feel this is a much-needed 
enhancement to our academic program,” 
said Principal Daniel Berra. “And our 
feedback into the programs this year has 
been very positive.”



At LDMS, two honors courses provide students with challenges

PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 938
Grades: 6-8
Classrooms: 71

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%

 The 2009-10 school year was the 
fifth in a row that the middle school met 
the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
standards and our students’ performance 
exceeded that of their peers across the 
state in every reporting category.
 In addition, we saw improvement 
in cohort groups in both reading and 
mathematics when we compare last 
year’s scores from those from 2008-09. 
This means that as seventh-graders and 
eighth-graders last year, more of our 
students scored proficient and advanced 
than they did when they were sixth-
graders and seventh-graders in the 2008-
09 school year. 
 These kind of results show that our 
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program at the middle school is having 
a real positive impact on our students’ 
achievement on the PSSA tests. And 
obviously, that’s one indicator that 
we’re heading in the right direction with 
our programs and instruction in the 
classrooms.
 One area that we continue to work 
to address is in the performance of our 
students with individualized education 
plans (IEPs) and of our students who 
are classified as being economically 
disadvantaged (ED). Even though our 
Lower Dauphin students did better than 
their peers across the state, we have 
more work that needs to be done. 
 One way we continue to address 
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this is by using team-teaching and more 
individualized instruction to target areas 
where a student might require additional 
help.



PSSA Scores

 At the high school, we have more 
tools than just the Pennsylvania System 
of School Achievement (PSSA) to 
monitor our students’ progress. Many of 
our students take the SAT, the ACT and 
the Advanced Placement Exam.
 On the PSSA test, you can see in 
the charts below that our high school 
juniors met the Adequate Yearly Progress 
benchmarks set by the state in both 
reading and in mathematics. 
 Our students’ performance was also 
higher than those of eleventh-graders 
across Pennsylvania. Comparing our 
PSSA scores from 2008-09 with the year 
before, we also found that our scores 
increased in math and held steady in 

reading. Students taking the PSSA in the 
Spring of 2011 will be required to meet 
new benchmarks of 72 percent in reading 
and 67 percent in math. As you can 
see, if our students’ performance holds 
steady, we will reach those benchmarks 
as well.
 While our PSSA scores are strong, 
we feel more needs to be done to more 
accurately reflect our students’ true 
abilities. 
 To that end, we plan to continue 
a focus on reading. For the 2010-
2011 school year, we have added a 
new reading specialist position at the 
high school. We have a new reading 
emphasis across all curriculums. The 

emphasis with this program will first be in 
the science and social studies disciplines 
focusing on interpreting nonfiction text, 
an important part of the reading PSSAs.
 We are also implementing a PSSA 
Math and a PSSA Reading remediation 
course for all appropriate 12th grade 
students who did not achieve proficiency 
on the PSSA tests. Passage of this 
course will be a requirement to receive a 
Lower Dauphin High School diploma.
 Even with this focus on our PSSA 
scores, it is important to realize that 
those standardized test scores are just 
one part of the overall picture at the high 
school. Our students’ performance on 
other standardized tests is also used 
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SAT & AP Exam Scores

 06-07 510 493 502 534 499 515

 07-08 516 494 502 552 501 515

 08-09 516 493 501 533 501 515

     2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

 88.9 69.2 86.6 68.1 95.2 69.2

 40.6 57.2 46.7 58.0 74.4 57.5

 72.5 64.3 73.9 66.4 68.5 65.9

 n/a --- n/a --- 80.0 66.7

 60.0 60.1 100 73.5 33.3 61.8

 92.3 69.1 100 67.5 91.7 69.9

 09-10 518 492 501 533 501 516



 2006-07 22.7 21.5 23.3 21.9 22.7 22.4 22.0 21.5 22.9 22.0

 2007-08 23.1 21.8 24.4 22.3 21.9 22.5 21.8 21.6 23.0 22.2
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ACT Scores

At A Glance
Students: 1,224
Grades: 9-12
Classrooms: 78

AYP Met: Yes
Graduation: 94%

to measure the effectiveness of our 
academic programs.
 Roughly 72 percent of our high 
school’s senior class took the SAT during 
their academic career. As you can see 
on the chart, their scores on the reading 
and math portion of the exam have 
consistenly out-performed their peers 
across the state and across the nation.
 While significantly fewer students 
take the ACT college readiness exam 
(29 last year), their performance on that 
text also exceeded the state average in 
every subject area and in the composite 
score.
 Lower Dauphin High School offers 
15 Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
during most school years and students 
are invited to take the national AP 
exam upon the completition of these 
courses. Students who receive a score 
of 3 or higher on the subject area exam 
are then eligible for college credit or 
advanced placement in that subject area 
at the college level.
 During the 2009-10 school year, 236 
students took 407 AP exams with three-
quarters of Lower Dauphin students 
scoring 3 or higher.
 One student, John Groh, qualified 
for the prestigious National AP Scholar 
Award by earning an average grade of 
at least 4 on all AP Exams taken and 
grades of 4 or higher on eight or more 
exams.
 Nineteen students qualified for the 

AP Scholar with Distinction Award by 
earning an average grade of at least 
3.5 on all AP Exams taken and grades 
of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams. These students are Adeline 
Answine, Alexander Buckley, Gabrielle 
Cannon, Lauren Carberry, Bridget 
Fitzpatrick, Luke Forshey, John Groh, 
Chase Harmon, Joseph Macrina, Sean 
McCormick, Olivia Olt, Megan Schug, 
Kyle Stauffer, Tyler Stauffer, Robert 
Tamburro, William Thompson, Catherine 
Umberger, Benjamin Welkie and Lindsey 
Yingst.
 Another 23 students qualified for 
the AP Scholar with Honor Award by 
earning an average grade of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken and grades 
of 3 or higher on four or more of these 
exams. These students are Mary 
Cooper, Cameron Corrado, Emma 
Dahmus, Carolyn Day, Jordan Dodson, 
Nicholas Donlan, William Fails, Hannah 
Fitzpatrick, Ellyn Hefflefinger, Brandon 
Hess, Rachel Hipszer, Ronald Myers, 
Gregory Seiders, Alex Siegel, Eleanor 
Smith, Christina Starsinic, Thomas 
Sterling, Chelsea Stoner, Kevin Taylor, 
Patrick Vares, Christopher Wagoner, 
Michael Weir and Alexander Wolf.
 Finally, 25 students qualified for 
the AP Scholar Award by completing 
three or more AP Exams with grades 
of 3 or higher. The AP Scholars include 
Allison Brown, Erin Cooney, Leah Cover, 
Andrew Crist, Charles Davis, Elizabeth 

Dellaquila, Logan Dunkle, Zachary Ehler, 
Bryce Foster, Jessical Fuller, Nathan 
George, Christopher Good, Alexander 
Heicher, Zachary Hixon, Cara Kirman, 
Timothy Maurer, Kristen Means, Zachary 
Mosher, Aleiyah Ross, Corynee Ross, 
Courtney Royer, Michelle Stricker, 
Olivia Wallace, Tyler Waltz and Abigael 
Wolensky.
 About 80 percent of the 288 
members of the Class of 2010 continued 
their education beyond high school. Of 
that percentage, 72 percent attended 
four-year colleges/universities and 
the remaining 28 percent attended 
community colleges and trade/technical
programs.
 In addition to our regular education
program, 95 Lower Dauphin High
School students attended the Dauphin
County Technical School last school 
year and 14 students took classes at the 
Capital Area School for the Arts.



Student-athletes represent Lower Dauphin community
 While our primary mission is to 
ensure that every student receives a top-
notch education, we believe that learning 
takes place on the playing fields too.
 In the 2009-2010 school year, close 
to half of our high school’s student body 
participated in at least one interscholastic 
sport. And we are pleased to report that 
we had an outstanding year – both in 
terms of wins and losses, titles won, but 
also in terms of lessons learned.
 The following list provides 
recognition to a few of our many 
outstanding sutdent athletes from the 
past school year. Space constraints 
do not permit us to recognize all of our 
student-athletes who distinguished 
themselves last year, but this listing 
provides a good flavor of their 
accomplishments.
 Football - Team earned the Joseph 
F. Bruno Jr. Sportsmanship Award for 
the second year in a row and had four 
players earn divisional all-star honors.
 Field Hockey - The Lady Falcons 
captured their 4th PIAA championship 
and had four girls named to the all-state 
team.
 Boys’ Soccer - Two players were 
named to divisional all-star squads.
 Golf - The squad sent five to the 
Mid-Penn Championships and two girls 

Lower Dauphin musicians shine in honor ensembles
 Studies have found a strong music 
education program helps student 
achievement in the classroom. And while 
the majority of this report examines 
academic achievement, here we will 
look at the results from Lower Dauphin’s 
music programs.
 The following list provides 
recognition to a few of our many 
outstanding student-musicians for the 
past school year. Space constraints 
do not permit us to recognize all of 
our students who participated in honor 
ensembles over the course of the 2009-
10 school year. 
 PMEA All-State Vocal Jazz - Ella 
Smith
 PMEA All-State Chorus - Luke 
Forshey
 PMEA Regional Band - Kaysey 
Davis
 PMEA Regional Chorus - Ella Smith, 
Luke Forshey, Ronnie Myers
 PMEA District Band - Samantha 
Dzuranin, Kaysey Davis, Alex Miller, 

qualified for districts.
 Cross Country - the girls’ team won 
the Keystone Division and 
both boys’ and girls’ teams 
competed in the district 
championships.
 Girls’ Basketball 
-   The team 
qualified for 
districts and two 
players were 
named divisional 
all-stars with 
Chante Markus 
topping the 
1,000-point mark for 
her career.
 Wrestling - The 
team boasted seven 
regional qualifiers, two 
sectional champs and six Mid-Penn all-
stars.
 Swimming - Junior Tim Maurer 
earned All-American honors in the 200 
IM and in the 100 backstroke. Two other 
swimmers were named Academic All-
Americans.
 Baseball - The Falcons won the 
Keystone Division championship and 
compiled a 3-1 record in districts and a 
2-1 record at states. Junior Casey Kulina 
was division most valuable player and six 

boys earned all-conference honors.
 Softball - Five players were named 

Keystone Division all-stars and the 
team qualified for the district 

tournament.
 Girls’ Soccer - The 

squad earned its 300th 
victory during the 2010 
campaign which saw the 
Lady Falcons advance 
to districts and have 
three players being 
named to divisional all-
star teams.

 Girls’ Lacrosse - Seven 
players earned divisional 

all-star honors and junior 
Addie Answine earned a Mid-

Penn scholar athlete award.
 Boys’ Lacrosse - Five players earned 

divisional all-star honors and senior 
Robert Tamburro was named a Mid-Penn  
scholar athlete.
 Boys’ Volleyball - The team won its 
division and qualified for districts. Five 
players were divisional all-stars and three 
were district all-stars.
 Track & Field - The girls’ team won 
their division and seniors Logan Dunkle 
and John Groh were Mid-Penn scholar 
athletes.

Ronnie Myers
 PMEA District 
Chorus - Rachel 
Moore, Lindsey 
Yingst, Megan 
Schug, Ella Smith, 
Cameron Corrado, 
Alex Miller, Luke 
Forshey, Ronnie 
Myers
 PMEA District 
Jazz Band - Luke 
Forshey, Chris 
Bemis, Cameron 
Corrado, Ronnie 
Myers
 PMEA District 
Orchestra - 
Samantha Dzuranin
 PMEA Youth 
String Fest - Ashley 
Brownawell, Sarah Blessing, Grace 
Gilbert, Alyssa Yantosik, Jane Miller, 
David DeNotaris, Karl Dylan Rhoads, 
Megan Barr, Collin Witman, Emily 

Suhr, Ayuna Uemura, Rachel Talaber, 
Katie Spanos, Lariah Thompson, Ella 
Breidenstine, Madison McCann, Madison 
Pence, and Sarah Parmer.



Lower Dauphin musicians shine in honor ensembles

PSSA Scores

 Even though our students’ science 
and writing results on the Pennsylvania 
System of School Assessment tests do 
not count toward the district’s Adequate 
Yearly Progress goals as defined by the 
state, we are including the results in this 
annual report.
 As you can see below, our students’ 
scores on the science exam were higher 
than the state-wide average in all three 
grades in which the test was given. We 
are also pleased to report an increase in 
scores when compared with the previous 
year. 
 In eighth-grade we jumped from 67 
percent proficient and advanced to 74 
percent last year. Our students’ scores 
increased one point in fourth grade and 
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two points in eleventh grade.
 In writing, we found that our scores 
slipped in grades 5 and 11. 
 When compared with the previous 
year, 8 percent fewer fifth-graders scored 
proficient and advanced and we had a 15 
percent drop at the high school. In both 
those grades, our students’ scores also 
fell below the state-wide average.
 We take these results very seriously 
and committees at the high school, 
middle school and elementary levels 
discuss these results and look for 
possible remedies to bring our scores up 
to a level which we feel more accurately 
represent our student population.
 This is only the third year for the 

PSSA Science test and our science 
department is examining content areas 
that are being evaluated on the test and 
how that relates to the actual instruction 
that takes place in our classrooms. Given 
that similar drops in achievement take 
place across the state, our staff will also 
examine if it is a testing issue.
 In writing, we continue to stress 
writing across the curriculum – this 
means that we will continue to assign 
writing work in social studies and 
science courses as well as the traditional 
language arts area. This is being done in 
the belief that practice is often the best 
way to prepare students to write well on 
the PSSA and in general.
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citizens have a lot to offer our students,” 
said Sherri Smith, superintendent. “We 
hope they take the opportunity to share 
their experiences with our students.”
 For more information about helping 
out in a school, please contact the 
building principal directly at the numbers 
found on the top of this page.

Report to the Community is published annually 
for the residents of the Lower Dauphin School 
District.
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South Hanover Elementary:  566-2564

Board of School Directors
Todd Kreiser, President
Rodney Nissley, Vice President
Dana Barry
Rebecca Kline
Marcela Myers
Jeffrey Neely
Keith Oellig
Renae Paladino
Laurie Reichert
Dr. Sherri Smith, Superintendent

LowER DAuPhin SChooL DiSTRiCT
291 E. MAin STREET
huMMELSTown, PA 17036
http://www.ldsd.org

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAiD

HARRISBURG, PA
PERMIT NO. 583

Seniors invited to get involved in school activities
 Senior citizens living in the Lower 
Dauphin School District have lots of 
opportunities to keep involved with 
school programs.
 The first and biggest benefit is the 
Falcon Friends Card which entitles 
the bearer to free admission to all 
Lower Dauphin events, including home 
sporting events. To be eligible for the 
card, senior citizens must be 65 or 
older and reside in the Lower Dauphin 
School District. To receive a card, please 
contact Jim Hazen, district coordinator of 
communications, at 566-5307.
 For Lower Dauphin residents over 
the age of 70, the district provides relief 
from the $250 occupation assessment 
tax. This tax relief is provided 
automatically by the district census 
records. If you feel you are being taxed 
in error, please contact Bobby Hoover at 
566-5311.
 Lower Dauphin High School provides 
a free preview of the annual spring 
musical on the Wednesday before 
opening night. Before the preview 
performance, high school students in 
the Volunteen Club help serve a free 

breakfast to 
the senior 
citizens 
attending 
the play. 
This year 
the preview 
performance 
of  the spring 
musical “Bye 
Bye Birdie”  
will be held on 
Wednesday, 
March 2.
 Volunteen 
also hosts the 
annual Senior 
Citizens Prom 
every spring. This free event features 
music, dancing, food, door prizes and 
entertainment. This year’s event will take 
place at the high school on April 9.
 Lower Dauphin also offers senior 
citizens a chance to get involved in 
helping youngsters through tutoring 
programs and other volunteer 
opportunities.
 “We recognize that our senior 
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