
hen we hear our political leaders in Harrisburg and Washington, D.C. talk about 
quality education, what are they referring to?  Is it the results of a standardized test? 
Is it college and career readiness? Is it the development of well-rounded citizens 

capable of competing in an increasingly global marketplace? Is it some combination of all of the 
above?
 That’s why Lower Dauphin publishes this document every year. We look at it as a chance 
for our community to judge if we’re meeting the high standards set for us by our district mission 
statement.
 Within this report, you will fi nd the results of our students’ performance on the Pennsylvania 
System of School Assessment (PSSA) tests, which were taken in the spring of 2011. The use of 
PSSA scores has become a signfi ciant measure of a school district’s success both at the district 
level and at the individual building level. We are pleased to report that all our students continue 
to perform at a high level on these tests. Of the 10 school districts in Dauphin County, Lower 
Dauphin was one of four to meet all the benchmarks of the No Child Left Behind Act at all of its 
school buildings.
 At the high school, we are also able to use results on the SAT, the ACT and the Advanced 
Placement exams to measure our students’ performance compared with their peers across the 
state and the nation. And, we are pleased to report that our students out-perform their peers 
consistently on all these exams as well.
 But are test scores enough?
 In Lower Dauphin, we have always prided ourselves on the opportunities available to our 
students. That’s why this annual report contains stories about the “extras” in our schools. We 
have also included stories about our students’ accomplishments in athletics and music. We 
believe our students’ entire school experience helps to develop the high levels of performance 
which we fi nd on their standardized test results.
 We hope you agree that our students represent the very best the Lower Dauphin community 
has to offer. This report showcases a fraction of the work being done in your schools to develop 
the next generation of citizens to take their place in the world. We thank you,
the Lower Dauphin community, for your enduring support of our students and 
our school programs. 

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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The mission of the Lower Dauphin School District is to ensure that all students develop the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes which will enable them to become independent, self-suffi cient adults who will succeed as productive citizens 

and will contribute responsibly in a global community.

Test scores aren’t only measure of success



PSSA Scores

Grades K-5
Students: 1,701
Grades: K-5
Attendance: 95%

AYP Met: Yes

 For the next few years, it will 
become increasingly diffi cult for schools 
across Pennsylvania to meet the state 
benchmarks for the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) goals contained in the 
federal No Child Left Behind Act. This is 
because the benchmark scores will begin 
to rise every year until they mandate 
100 percent profi ciency levels from all 
students.
 In the 2010-11 school year the 
state-mandated scores jumped from 
63 percent profi cient in reading to 72 
percent. In math, the benchmark scores 
jumped from 56 percent profi cient to 67 
percent.
 Despite these increases, Lower 

Dauphin’s elementary students continued 
to meet the challenge and our students’ 
performance also exceeded that of their 
grade-level peers across the state.
 As you can see in the chart below, 
Lower Dauphin students in grades 3, 
4 and 5 all met the state benchmark 
on the Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment test in both reading and 
math. 
 In addition, students who are 
classifi ed as economically disadvantaged 
(ED) exceeded their state-wide peers in 
both reading and math and they met the 
state benchmarks. The district’s scores 
for students with individualized education 
plans (IEPs) exceed the state average 
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in math but fall below the benchmark 
in reading. This is obviously an area in 
which greater focus will be devoted.



PSSA Scores

At A Glance
Students: 211
Grades: K-5
Attendance: 97%

AYP Met: Yes

 We have a lot to celebrate at 
Conewago in terms of our 2010-2011 
PSSA results.  
 As a building, we achieved 92 
percent advanced and profi cient in math, 
86 percent advanced and profi cient in 
reading.  Additionally, in fourth grade, 
our students were 90 percent advanced 
and profi cient in science, and in fi fth 
grade, we achieved 89 percent advanced 
and profi cient in writing. This fi fth grade 
writing score was quite an improvement 
from our score of 59 percent the year 
before.
 A few other details in the data 
worth highlighting are that in third grade 
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math 70 percent of our students were 
advanced, in fourth grade 78 percent of 
our students were advanced, and in fi fth 
grade 62 percent of our students were 
advanced.  
 In reading, it is worth pointing out 
that third grade was 46 percent advanced 
and in fourth grade our students were 58 
percent advanced.
 One area in need of improvement 
was our fi fth-grade scores. As you can 
see, our fi fth-graders’s scores showed a 
drop-off in reading compared with their 
fellow students in our school. We plan to 
utilize targeted instruction to allow us to 
provide help to those students who are 
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struggling  and to provide enrichment for 
students who are already profi cient to 
bring them to an advanced level.



Conewago Elementary School is growing for the future

East Hanover preschool program builds excitement

Last year saw the start of an $18 
million expansion and renovation of 

our school building.
 The project will double the size of 
Conewago Elementary School, bringing 
it to a comparable size with all the other 
elementary schools in Lower Dauphin. 
 The work will create a new, two-
story classroom wing with 30 classroom 
spaces. In all, 70,000 square feet of 
new space is being constructed and an 
additional 11,400 of existing space will 
be renovated. The classroom wing built 
in the 1950s will be demolished.
 It will also utilize “green” technology 
and construction techniques to qualify it 
for silver certifi cation in the Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) program sponsored by U.S. 
Green Building Council.
 The LEED certifi cation planning 
started with the confi guration of the 
classroom wing on the site – classroom 
windows face in such a way to take 
advantage of natural lighting as much as 
possible. 

Throughout the kindergarten screening 
process in many schools, staff 

discover that many children are not 
adequately prepared for what they will 
encounter when they enter school.
 “With that thought in mind, we 
implemented an early childhood program 
at the school to help our incoming 
kindergarten students develop the skills 
that will enable them to stay motivated to 
learn throughout their elementary career,” 
says Principal Gary Messinger.
 Last year we offered four sessions to 
preschoolers and their parents.
 Each session begins with a meeting 
with both parents and their preschoolers. 
We then do a break-out with parents 
talking with school staff while students 
complete a fun activity. The day wraps-up 
with everyone coming back together for 
sharing time.
 Through last school year, we saw 
close to 40 of our incoming kindergarten 
class in at least one of the four sessions. 
 The fi rst session is introductory and 
preschoolers meet the school counselor 
and the two kindergarten teachers. 

They learn about 
listening and they 
create a bag to 
hold their goodies 
from the other three 
sessions.
 The next 
session focuses 
on descriptive 
language and how 
the students can 
learn to be better 
speakers.
 The third 
session is all about 
shapes – with 
a lesson about 
shapes and then 
having the student 
go on a shape scavenger hunt with their 
parents.
 The fi nal activity culminates with 
a tour of the building in which the 
preschoolers and parents meet all the 
special teachers, including art, music, 
library and physical education. They also 
go on a bus ride with the principal and 

get to have some fun on the playground.
 “Students enter school with a natural 
excitement,” Mr. Messinger says. “This 
excitement either grows or diminishes 
based upon their experiences in school 
and the support they receive at home. 
The goal of this program is to lay a 
foundation for that excitement and 
support.”

 The building makes use of effi cient 
heat pumps and lighting fi xtures to 
reduce utility costs. A large percentage 
of the structure will also be made of 
recycled materials.

 Students and staff put up with a lot of 
headaches and inconveniences last year, 
but the building is on-target to be fully 
open by the end of the 2011-12 school 
year.



PSSA Scores

 Our students at East Hanover 
Elementary School continue to achieve 
positive results on the PSSA tests.
 The school’s overall percentage of 
students scoring profi cient and advanced 
in reading was 82. In math, that number 
was even higher, with 86 percent 
profi cient and advanced. Looking at the 
individual grade levels, East Hanover 
students out-performed their grade-level 
peers across the state in both reading 
and math last year.
 Our school also reports to the state 
Department of Education the results of 
students with Individualized Education 
Plans (IEPs) and of students classifi ed as 
economically disadvantaged (ED). 
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 Our students with IEPs outperformed 
their grade level peers across 
Pennsylvania and we saw an overall 
increase in their scores in math of 6.3 
percent points when compared to the 
previous year.
 East Hanover Elementary students 
classifi ed as being economically 
disadvantaged did very well. With the 
exception of our scores in third grade 
mathematics, all of our students’ scores 
were higher than the state average. As a 
building, we saw these students’ scores 
increase by 5 percentage points in 
reading compared with last year.
 Looking ahead to the 2011-12 school 
year, we have a strong foundation and 
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At A Glance
Students: 382
Grades: K-5
Attendance: 96%

AYP Met: Yes

will continue to fi nd ways to support our 
students’ by providing individualized 
instruction to improve understanding.



PSSA Scores

 Londonderry Elementary School 
achieved Adequate Yearly Progress last 
year through the average of students’ 
scores from grades 3-5. 
 As you can see in the graphic below, 
our fourth-graders did not reach the 
state benchmark of 72 percent profi cient 
and advanced in reading, but our third-
graders and fi fth-graders both reached 
that level. Our students in grades 3 and 
5 also exceeded the statewide average. 
These 2010-11 scores also showed an 
increase when compared to scores from 
the 2009-10 school year.
 In math, all grades of students met 
the benchmark of 67 percent profi cient 
and advanced. However, in grades 3 
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and 4, our students’ scores fell below 
the statewide average. These 2010-11 
scores also declined when compared 
with those from the 2009-10 school year. 
 We plan to renew our focus on both 
reading and math in the 2011-12 school 
year to help our students demonstrate 
academic success on the PSSA tests.
 Prior to taking the PSSAs in the 
spring, our students take a number of 
pre-assessment exams to help monitor 
their progress. Our teachers, district 
support staff and administration will 
review these results to help identify areas 
where students need additional help 
and then provide more individualized 
lessons  so they are ready to take the 
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PSSAs with a strong foundation of skills 
and knowledge required by the state 
assessments. 



Outreach to parents increases home-school partnerships

Nye’s traditions are an important part of school life

There are roughly 8,760 hours in a 
typical year. An elementary student 

will spend just 1,170 hours in school. 
 The other 7,590 are spent outside 
the school setting. Even taking into 
account time spent sleeping, that still 
leaves around 4,600 hours that a student 
is awake and not in school. 
 How a child spends that time when 
not in school can help determine a 
student’s success in the classroom. 
That’s why the faculty and staff at 
Londonderry Elementary School are 
reaching out to involve parents in 
enrichment activities outside the regular 
school day.
 “Research shows that student 
achievement can be positively impacted 
when there is a parent-teacher 
partnership,” says Mike Lausch, 
Londonderry Elementary principal. “We 
are hoping to strengthen partnerships 
with the families of Londonderry through 
improving our communications and 
sponsoring family events at school.”
 Last year, staff sponsored and led 
a Fall Festival and Spring Fling. The 

Tradition. At Nye Elementary School, 
our traditions help to defi ne our 

students’ elementary school experience.
 Our school was originally built in 
1925, and while it has experienced a 
number of renovations and additions 
since then, it is by far the oldest school 
building in Lower Dauphin.
 Nye Elementary School served as 
the original high school for the area 
before the incorporation of Lower 
Dauphin and the construction of Lower 
Dauphin High School in the 1960s. 
 The Hummelstown High School 
alumni created a display for our students 
which highlights our school’s history. That 
display is located in the main hallway 
near the school offi ce.
 We are proud of this heritage. We 
incorporate lessons about the history 
of Hummelstown into our social studies 
curriculum. Our students are able to 
take walking tours of the town and our 
school takes an active role in the annual 
Heritage Days in Hummelstown Borough.
 Our school also has several 
important activities throughout the school 
year which help defi ne a student’s 

experience 
at Nye 
Elementary.
 Every 
year around 
Halloween, 
our students 
dress up 
like literary 
characters 
and parade 
around the 
neighborhood 
surrounding 
our school. 
While this is 
a lot of fun 
for our staff 
and students, 
there is also 
a serious 
component in 
that we see 
our school’s place in the community.
 Our other big tradition is our annual 
Manners Day. This event takes place 
every February and is a tremendous 
teaching tool for our faculty to discuss 

manners, proper etiquette and behavior 
expectations. It features a formal dining 
experience in our school cafeteria with 
special lighting and a special meal.

school’s Spring Fling included partnering 
with the Hope Within Clinic and was very 
well-attended. 
 Lausch says the school also 
expanded its Little Readers Club to 

include a parent/teacher/child activity to 
strengthen this home-school bond.
 “We’re looking to do even more in 
the 2011-12 school year,” he says. “Stay 
tuned”
  



PSSA Scores

 We saw some outstanding 
performance from our students at Nye 
Elementary School last school year. As a 
building, 94 percent of our students were 
profi cient and advanced in math and 85 
were profi cient and advanced in reading. 
All of our grade levels out-performed the 
state average as well.
 In reading, we were pleased with our 
students’ performance but recognize that 
more work needs to be done to raise our 
numbers in every grade level.
 In math, we saw outstanding growth 
in all grade levels. In third grade, only six 
students were not profi cient and in fi fth 
grade only fi ve students did not reach 
profi cient or higher scores. And, in fourth 
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grade, all of our students were profi cient 
and advanced!
 Our fi fth-graders showed tremendous 
gains on the writing PSSA. In the 2009-
10 school year our school’s writing 
scores were 66 percent profi cient and 
advanced. Last year’s fi fth-graders’s 
scores were 85 percent profi cient and 
advanced. 
 We believe these strong results are 
a direct refl ection of the hard work of 
both the students and staff. We plan to 
continue to target the needs of individual 
students, offering tutoring to address 
specifi c areas and develop plans to 
improve student performance.  
 We have set a goal to be Lower 
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At A Glance
Students: 355
Grades: K-5
Attendance: 96%

AYP Met: Yes

Dauphin’s fi rst 90-90 school, with at 
least 90 percent of our students scoring 
profi cient or higher in reading and math. 



PSSA Scores

 The staff at South Hanover 
Elementary School is proud to report 
that our students have met the Adequate 
Yearly Progress goals for the 2010-11 
school year. 
 Overall, our school’s math scores 
went up this past year to 94 percent 
profi cient and advanced. Our reading 
scores maintained at 85 percent 
profi cient and advanced. Obviously these 
results both eclipse the state-mandated 
benchmarks of 67 percent profi cient 
and advanced in math and 72 percent 
profi cient and advanced in reading.
 In addition to these outstanding 
results, we fi nd that 60 percent of our 
students scored in the advanced range in 
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math. 
 All of our grade levels exceeded 
the state average in both reading and in 
math by signifi cant margins. However, 
we recognize that there are still areas 
that we need to continue to improve. 
As you can see, our fi fth-graders’ scores 
in reading are lower than the previous 
two grades. To improve that result, 
our fi fth-grade team is adjusting their 
curriculum to increase a focus on poetry 
and nonfi ction. We believe this change 
in our instructional practice will result 
in an increase in our students’ scores 
in reading which we hope will more 
accurately refl ect our students’ abilities 
in the area of reading.
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 We look forward to reporting 
academic growth when the current 
students take the PSSA again.



South Hanover Elementary focuses on ‘whole student’

Middle school program aims to bring history to life

Educating the whole 
student means more 

than just standardized 
test scores. That’s why at 
South Hanover Elementary 
School, we have placed a 
real emphasis on physical 
fi tness as well.
 Last year our school 
completed work on a 
paved walking track which 
was funded with a grant 
from Highmark Healthy 
High 5. 
 All third-graders 
received pedometers 
and  they made a habit of 
putting on the pedometers 
in the morning to see how 
far they walked each day 
and charted their activity 
levels. They also entered 
their steps into a website 
which then showed them how far across 
the United States they were walking by 
the end of the school year.
 In fourth and fi fth grade, all students 

The cannon roared and belched acrid 
smoke that swirled around the faces 

of the people nearby. 
 The students looked at each other 
with shock on their faces – nothing in 
their textbooks had prepared them for 
the fact that they could physically feel the 
sound of the cannon. 
 That’s why Lower Dauphin Middle 
School invites historical re-enactors to 
come to the school every two years. To 
allow the students to see, smell, hear and 
even feel the Civil War described in their 
social studies classrooms. 
 In addition to the heavy artillery, 
students got to meet President Abraham 
Lincoln. They learned how to march in 
formation under the watchful eye of a drill 
sergeant. They visited a camp with both 
a Union and a Confederate soldier and 
observed the typical living conditions of 
the period. 
 They were introduced to a cavalry 
offi cer and his horse. They learned 
the role of the battlefi eld drummer and 
surgeon. They even learned a few 

period dances 
from women in 
hoop skirts and 
gentlemen in 
period suits.
 When 
the day was 
nearly over, 
the students 
reconvened in 
the school’s 
multipurpose 
room and get 
to meet the re-
enactors behind 
the characters.
 “It’s an 
amazing 
program,” says 
Principal Dan Berra. “We talk a lot in 
staff professional development meetings 
about bringing a subject to life for our 
students, but nothing compares to this!”
 Students in seventh and eighth 
grade participate in the program every 
two years and every student attending 

the middle school has the opportunity to 
experience the Civil War in this way once 
during their school career.
 The Civil War Day is fully 
sponsored by the middle school PTO 
as a supplement to the regular school 
program.

also received pedometers and these 
students turned their logs of activity 
into a competition between individual 
students and classrooms. 
 Heidi Stine, physical education 

teacher, said she noticed a difference in 
her students’ activity levels in class and 
at recess after they started wearing the 
pedometers. 



PSSA Scores

 The 2010-11 school year was the 
sixth in a row that the middle school met 
the Adequate Yearly Progress standards. 
And as you can see in the charts below, 
our students’ performance exceeded that 
of their peers across the state in every 
reporting category.
 As a building, 83 percent of our 
students scored profi cient and advanced 
in reading with 56 percent of our students 
scoring in the advanced category. In 
math, 87 percent of our students scored 
in the profi cient and advanced range with 
65 percent of our students scoring in the 
advanced range.
 Our overall numbers for students 
with Individualized Education Plans 
(IEPs) and students classifi ed as 
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economically disadvantaged (ED) also 
exceeded the state averages with 41 
percent of our students with IEPs scoring 
profi cient and advanced in reading and 
56.7 percent in math. Students classifi ed 
as economically disadvantaged were 
67.4 percent profi cient and advanced in 
reading and 70.9 percent in math.
 Another area of strength was on the 
writing assessment given in eighth grade 
which showed 90 percent of our students 
in the profi cient and advanced range. 
This represents a 43 percent increase 
from when they were last assessed as 
fi fth-graders.
 We recognize that more work needs 
to be done, especially with our students 
with IEPs or who are economically 
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disadvantaged. One way to address 
these students is with the use of team-
teaching and more individualized 
instruction.



SAT & AP Exam Scores

PSSA Scores

 At the high school, we are fortunate 
to have multiple assessments to judge 
our students academic progress. In 
addition to the Pennsylvania System 
of School Assesment (PSSA) given to 
11th-graders, many of our students take 
the SAT, the ACT and the Advanced 
Placement Exam.
 As you can see by the chart below, 
our high school juniors exceeded the 
statewide average in both reading and 
math. Our students’ performance in the 
2010-11 school year also showed modest 
gains in both reading and math when 
compared to the previous year.
 In reading our students who scored 
in the profi cient and advanced range 

increased 1 percentage point and 
the number of students scoring in the 
profi cient and advanced range for math 
increased 3 percentage points.
 As we look ahead, our main focus 
at the high school will be to have the 
reading and math scores increase so that 
we will be able to continue to achieve 
adequate yearly progress as the state-
mandated benchmarks will increase to 
81 percent in reading and 78 percent in 
math.
 To do this, we plan to improve our 
tutoring program to target students 
with defi cits in reading and in math. 
This tutoring will not just be for juniors, 
but will expand to include ninth- and 

10th-graders who would benefi t from 
additional targeted instruction. We will 
have nine English teachers and nine 
math teachers available at various points  
throughout the day to work with students 
in individual and small group settings.  
Also, we will continue the PSSA Math 
and PSSA Reading remediation courses 
for all 12th-grade students who did not 
achieve profi ciency on the PSSA tests 
during their junior year.
 Yet even with this focus on our 
students’ PSSA performance, it is 
important to recognize that these 
standardized tests are just one 
measure of our students’ abilities at 
the high school. Our students’ scores 
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on other standardized tests provide us 
with a more complete measure of the 
effectiveness of our academic programs 
at the high school.
 Roughly three-quarters of our seniors 
take the SAT during their academic 
career. As you can see on the chart, their 
scores on the reading and math portion 
of the exam have consistently out-
performed their peers across the state 
and the nation.
 While signifi cantly fewer students 
take the ACT college readiness exam (26 
last year), their performance on that test 
also exceeded the state average in every 
subject area and in the composite score.
 Lower Dauphin High School also 
offers students the opportunity to take 
Advanced Placement exams after 
completing coursework in those subject 
areas. This national test offers us an 
additional measure to compare our 
students’ performance against their peers 
across Pennsylvania.
 During the 2010-11 school year, 235 
students took 447 Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams in 18 subject areas.
 As you can see in the chart on the 
opposite page, our students performed 
very well in English, math and science 
when compared with their peers across 
the state. Our social studies scores were 
comparable to the state average. Our 
students’ foreign language scores were 
below the state average, but we have 
a very small number of students taking 

those exams so even a minor variation 
from year to year can have a large 
impact.
 The AP courses are an important part 
of our high school curriculum, providing 
advanced learning opportunities and the 
potential for college credit for students 
who earn a score of 3 or higher on the 
exam. Students who do well on the exam 
are also eligible for special recognition 
through the AP scholar program. 
 Last year, two students, Adeline 
Answine and Benjamin Welkie, qualifi ed 
for the prestigious National AP Scholar 
Award. 
 Twenty-three students qualifi ed for 
the AP Scholar with Distinction Award. 
Another 18 students qualifi ed for the 
AP Scholar with Honor Award. Finally, 
46 students qualifi ed for the AP Scholar 
Award. 
 Lower Dauphin High School was 
among 388 schools across the country to 
be recognized for its gains in participation 
in its Advanced Placement courses. 
The number of Lower Dauphin students 
taking AP classes jumped from 160 to 
235 between the 2008-09 and 2010-11 
school years. 
 In addition to these outstanding 
honors from the students’ participation 
with AP Exams, three members of the 
Class of 2011 received Commended 
status in the National Merit Scholarship 
program for their outstanding 
performance on the PSAT test during 

their junior year.
 Looking at our students’ post-
graduation plans, our guidance 
department reports that about 80 percent 
of the 299 members of the Class of 
2011 continued their education. Of that 
percentage, 72 percent attended a 
four-year college or university and 28 
percent attended a community college or 
trade/technical program. The remaining 
20 percent of our graduates entered 
the workforce or enrolled in the armed 
services.
 Lower Dauphin offers additional 
options for our students beyond the 
regular education program at the high 
school. Last year, 73 Lower Dauphin 
High School students attended the 
Dauphin County Technical School. And, 
13 students took classes at the Capital 
Area School for the Arts.

 2007-08 23.1 21.8 24.4 22.3 21.9 22.5 21.8 21.6 23.0 22.2 

 2008-09 22.2 21.7 23.9 22.2 24.8 22.4 22.6 21.5 23.5 22.1

 2009-10 22.4 21.3 22.8 22.1 23.2 22.1 23.1 21.4 23.1 21.9

 2010-11 22.4 21.9 24.5 22.6 23.4 22.6 22.7 21.8 23.3 22.3

ACT Scores

At A Glance
Students: 1,214
Grades: 9-12
Graduation: 97%

AYP Met: Yes



PSSA Scores

 Looking at our results in science and 
in writing, we fi nd our students in every 
tested grade level performing at levels 
above the state average.
 These scores do not count toward a 
school or district’s meeting the Adequate 
Yearly Progress measures of the No 
Child Left Behind Act, but we still take 
them seriously because they help to 
show our students’ progress in meeting 
the state’s academic standards in the 
subject areas.
 In science, students are tested in 
grades 4, 8 and 11. As the students 
advance in grade level, you can see that 
their scores on the Science PSSA decline 
both in Lower Dauphin and across the 
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state. Our administrative team continues 
to examine this decline to assess content 
being tested on the PSSA compared to 
what is being taught in the classroom in 
eighth and 11th grade.
 In writing, students are tested 
in grades 5, 8 and 11. As you can 
see in the chart below, our students’ 
average scores again exceeded those 
of their peers across the state. We are 
especially pleased to report that we saw 
some very signifi cant gains in both fi fth 
grade and in 11th grade.
 Our students reaching profi cient and 
advanced in fi fth grade increased by 20 
percentage points when comparing with 
the scores from 2009-10. In 11th grade, 

Lower Dauphin’s scores increased 19 
percentage points when compared with 
the 2009-10 scores.
 In several of our schools, writing 
was an area of emphasis. For example, 
at Londonderry Elementary the fi fth-
graders’ scores increased 28 percentage 
points from 2009-10 and Nye Elementary 
School saw an increase of students 
scoring profi cient and advanced of nearly 
20 percentage points.
 We attribute at least some of this 
success in our students’ writing scores to 
our practice of encouraging more writing 
practice across the curriculum, including 
science and social studies in addition to 
the traditional language arts classroom. 

91
83

73

58
51

41

81

67

91

73

88 85



 Musicians represent district in honor ensembles
 While academics are the primary 
focus of this annual report, Lower 
Dauphin’s musical program is another 
source of pride for our community.
 The high school’s concert choir was 
selected from among 160 ensembles 
to perform at the annual All-State 
conference of the Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association (PMEA). Its 
members included: Megan Achey, Mary 
Cooper, Erin Mattern, Rachel Moore, 
Amanda Poor, Jessica Rebarick, 
Samantha Robison, Abby Spanos, 
Brianna Stiles, Melanie Weidner, 
Ashlie Brunner, Caroline Campbell, 
Bridgette Gillman, Abigail Harder, Lizzy 
Jackson, Sara Jackson, Katie Loose, 
Corynne Ross, Alexis Stoner, Kelsey 
Thomasson, Cameron Corrado, Luke 
Forshey, Alexandra Miller, Ronald 
Myers, Daniel Snyder, Seth Wolgemuth, 
Jonathan Armstrong, Zachary Hixon, 
John Lugovich, Daniel Markowski, Mark 
Rissmiller, Joshua Weaver, Michael 
Wiltraut, and Mitchell Wolfe.

Lower Dauphin student-athletes shine on playing fi elds
 In the 2010-11 school year we are 
pleased to report that our Falcons had 
another outstanding year – both in terms 
of wins and titles won and in lessons 
learned on the fi eld of play.
 The following list provides 
recognition to a few of the outstanding 
achievements, both individual and team, 
from last year. Space constraints do 
not permit us to list all of our students-
athletes who distinguished themselves 
last year.
 Football - Three players were named 
to divisional all-star squads.
 Field Hockey - The Lady Falcons 
captured the Mid-Penn Conference 
Championship and qualifi ed for districts 
and states. Three players were named 
to the national and state all-academic 
squads. Eight were named to divisional 
all-star squads.
 Boys’ Soccer - One player was 
named Mid-Penn Conference Scholar 
Athlete. Four were named to divisional 
all-star teams.
 Girls’ Volleyball - Five players were 
named to divisional all-star teams and 
one was named a conference Scholar 
Athlete.
 Girls’ Tennis - One player won a gold 
medal in No. 2 singles at the Mid-Penn 
Tournament.

 The 
following 
list provides 
recognition to 
a few of our 
students for 
their musical 
achievements in 
the past school 
year. Space 
constraints do 
not permit us 
to recognize all 
of our students 
who participated 
in honor 
ensembles over 
the course of the 
2010-11 school 
year. 
 Music 
Educators National Conference All-
Eastern Chorus - Luke Forshey
 PMEA All-State Band - Ryan Smith
 PMEA Regional Band - Ryan Smith 

and Luke Forshey
 PMEA Regional 
Chorus - Luke 
Forshey and 
Cameron Corrado
 PMEA District 
Chorus - Melanie 
Weidner, Sara 
Jackson, Daniel 
Snyder, Cameron 
Corrado, Alex Miller, 
Luke Forshey, and 
Jonathan Armstrong
 PMEA District 
Band - Ryan Smith, 
Luke Forshey, 
Ronnie Myers, Alicia 
Achimovich, and 
Halley Cole
 PMEA District 
Jazz Band - Ryan 

Smith, Luke Forshey, Cameron Corrado 
and Ronnie Myers
 PMEA District Orchestra - Sarah 
Rothermel

 Cross Country - The girls’ 
team won the Keystone Division 
and placed fourth at the Mid-Penn 
Championships and at the District 
3 Championships. They also 
fi nished 18th at states.
 Golf - Nine players qualifi ed 
for the Mid-Penn Conference 
Tournament and four qualifi ed for 
districts.
 Girls’ Basketball - The Lady 
Falcons won the Keystone 
Division and qualifi ed for districts. 
One player was named Mid-Penn 
Conference Scholar Athlete.
 Wrestling - The Falcons sent one 
grappler to the state tournament after 
he placed third at districts. Five other 
wrestlers qualifi ed for districts.
 Swimming - The boys’ team won 
its division and sent two swimmers to 
states with one earning All-American 
honors and another earning Academic 
All-American honors. The girls’ team sent 
one swimmer to states.
 Baseball - The squad won its division 
and qualifi ed for districts with four players 
earning all-conference honors.
 Softball - The Lady Falcons won 
their division and qualifi ed for districts. 
The team had seven players named to 
divisional all-star teams.

 Girls’ Soccer - The squad won its 
division and qualifi ed for districts and 
states. Four players were named to 
divisional all-star teams.
 Track & Field - The girls’ team won 
their division and sent three athletes 
to states and 14 to districts. The boys’ 
squad had six district qualifi ers. 
 Boys’ Volleyball - Five players earned 
divisional all-star honors.
 Boys’ Tennis - One player was 
named a Mid-Penn Scholar Athlete.
 Boys’ Lacrosse - Two members of 
the squad were named to conference all-
star teams.
 Girls’ Lacrosse - Three Lady Falcons 
were named to all-conference teams and 
one earned Mid-Penn Scholar Athlete 
honors. 
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Seniors welcome to get involved in school activities
 Senior citizens in Lower Dauphin 
have plenty of opportunities to keep 
involved in our school programs.
 All of our school district concerts 
are free and open to the public. If you 
would like to know dates and times of 
a particular ensemble’s performance, 
please check the website or contact a 
school for a district calendar.
 The district also offers a free 
admission card to all Lower Dauphin 
home sporting events. To be eligible 
for the Falcon Friend Card, senior 
citizens must be 65 or older and reside 
in the Lower Dauphin School District. 
To receive a card, please contact 
Jim Hazen, district coordinator of 
communications, at 566-5307.
 The high school provides an annual 
free preview of the spring musical on 
the Wednesday morning before opening 
night. Before the preview performance, 
high school students in the Volunteen 
Club help serve a free breakfast to the 
senior citizens attending the show. This 
year’s preview performance of “Crazy 
for You” will be held on Wednesday, 

February 29. To reserve a space, please 
contact Mrs. Fry at the high school at 
566-5327.
 The Volunteen students also host 
an annual Senior Citizens Prom every 
spring. This free event features music, 
dancing, food and door prizes. This 
year’s event will take place on Saturday, 
April 14. 
 Senior citizens are also invited to 
volunteer in our schools either directly 
with students in areas like tutoring to 
simply making copies and helping out.

Nondiscrimination Policy:

The Lower Dauphin School District, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based on gender, race, religion, national 
origin, color or handicap. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifi cations. Publication of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and 
federal laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments Act of 1973, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.

 “We recognize that our senior 
citizens have a lot to offer our students,” 
said Dr. Sherri Smith, superintendent. 
“We hope they consider sharing their 
experiences with our students.”
 For Lower Dauphin residents over 
the age of 70, the district provides relief 
from the occupation assessment tax. 
This tax relief is provided automatically 
through the district’s census records. 
If you feel you are being taxed in error, 
please contact Bobby Hoover at 566-
5311.


