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Student achievements are a source of
pride for the entire LD community

I am pleased to present Lower Dauphin School District’s third Annual Community Report. Last year we
chose not to print this report due to a number of changes in the way the PSSA test results were reported.
We are excited to present this report again this year to our community.

Contained within the pages of this annual report are results of our students’ performance on this past
year’s state standardized tests. We will start with three pages of district-wide results and then we will
present each school individually. As you will determine from these results, our students’ performance on
these tests met or exceeded the established state averages on almost all of the state indicators. We
continue to be proud of the successes of our students on these tests while we strive to improve
programs needed to assist our students.

We are a community with the common goal of providing the best possible education to our children,
which will allow them to grow into healthy and productive adults. That has been our goal for years and
the federal No Child Left Behind Act’s requirements only reinforce what we have been attempting to do
all along.

Although this report emphasizes the importance of our state test scores, Lower Dauphin
continues to offer so much more for our students and community than can be measured in
the results of one test. Because of that, we’ve asked our school principals to give a brief
glimpse into their buildings and talk about a few of the things that made the past year
special for them. I’m sure that you’ll find that the past school year was exciting and
that our students have made us proud in so many different ways.

This report includes a detailed description of our current district budget so
our community can understand how we manage expenses. The bulk of
our budget goes directly to improve student learning and our district has
been praised by independent reviewers for getting a good return on
our investment – high test scores per dollar spent.

Lower Dauphin is a wonderful place to live and raise a family.
I am proud to be the educational leader of your school
system and I am proud to live in this community and
raise my family here. There is a real sense of
community pride in the exploits of our students. I
thank you for your support of our schools and
hope that you enjoy our report to the community.

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent



The measure of a school district is found in
more than annual standardized test results

How do you measure a school?
Is the measure solely test scores? Is it

test scores per dollar spent? Is it
attendance and graduation rates? Is it the
performance of athletic teams? Or is it
something else?

In the Lower Dauphin School District,
we believe the best way to judge a school
system is to combine all of these measures
and see where we stand. That is the
purpose of this Annual Report to the
Community – to allow our district’s
taxpayers, residents, parents and students
to see for themselves how we’re doing.

A large part of this report contains
information about our schools’ performance
on the annual Pennsylvania System of
School Achievement tests. The PSSA tests
are based on the framework with which we
must comply under the federal No Child Left
Behind Act. These tests are given every
spring and test students in specific grade
levels on their knowledge of the state
academic standards in reading and math.
In the elementary schools, third-, fourth- and
fifth-graders take these tests. At the middle
school, sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders
take these tests and at the high school our
junior class is given the test.

More than this, however, the state
breaks down each class of students into
several different subgroups based on
gender, race, economic status, and special
needs. The test scores of any of the
subgroups with 40 or more students are
presumed to show how well our
educational program meets the needs of
that specific group.

Overall, our students have done very
well on the PSSA test. In fact, in many of our
schools our students’ scores exceed the
state averages in reading and in
mathematics. Even in the subgroups like
Students with Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs), our students have managed
to meet the state standards or make
significant progress toward these
standards. We will continue to work
diligently to offer improved programs and
services to assist these students in
meeting the requirements that have been
set before them.

The district has placed many efforts to
increase student performance toward the PA
Academic Standards. These efforts include
a cyclical revision of the reading, math,
science and social studies curriculums, the
purchase of new materials to deliver these
new curriculums and professional
development for teachers to deliver the new
programs.

In order to better meet the needs of our
students and to help prepare them for the
PSSA test, the district uses the 4-Sight

Assessment to
determine
students’ areas
of strengths
and needs in
math and
reading. The 4-
Sight test is
given three times a year in grades 3-8 and
twice a year in grades 9-10. It is designed to
mirror the look and difficulty of the PSSA test
students will be taking in the spring and
helps to show student progress.
Classroom teachers can then use the
results of the 4-Sight test to tailor specific
instruction to help meet individual or small
group needs.

The 2006-07 school year saw the
district begin to implement the Learning
Focused Schools initiative. This system
provides a framework of research-based
instructional strategies to heighten student
retention and learning. Consistency of
approaches from classroom to classroom
in grades K-12 is also emphasized.

At the high school, we implemented the
first phase of the Classrooms for the Future
Initiative which ultimately will provide laptop
access for students in all four core subject
areas.

During the school day the district has
an intervention program for identified
kindergarten students to help those
youngsters with literacy skills. In the 2006-
07 school year the district implemented a
new program to address the needs of at-
risk students in grades 4-5. The Targeted
Assistance Group (TAG) provides small
group instruction in reading where students
need additional support to meet academic
targets.

Also, additional opportunities outside
the school day for students who are
academically at-risk or who have IEPs
(Steps to Success and after-school tutoring)
and during the summer months (Jump
Start, Summer Reading Academy, Camp
Middle School and Math Masters) were
made available. These opportunities were
very successful and drew hundreds of
participants.

We do not believe that you can
adequately assess all that makes Lower
Dauphin an outstanding educational
system by merely looking at the scores of
the state test taken each spring.

Lower Dauphin consistently receives
high marks for its so-called “return on
investment” – our test scores for every tax
dollar spent on education. This speaks to
efficiencies in our delivery of educational
services in which we strive to make every
dollar count.

Every school year, our district

administration and school board look at the
budget with a critical eye to determine what
is working and what could be working better.
We review programs and services to decide
if they are effective or whether the funds for
that program can be used in another proven
area to benefit our students. Yet, we also
realize that there are some students who
must have costly supports for them to
achieve their potential as learners.

We are justifiably proud of our students’
achievement on the state tests. While these
scores merely represent a snapshot of one
group’s abilities at one period in time, they
allow us to measure our curriculum’s ability
to teach to the state academic standards
compared against an overall state average
of student performance.

But most of all, we are proud of all of
the outstanding young people who attend
our schools. Every student in our school
district contributes something to the
educational process. You’ll see evidence of
this in the write-ups our principals
contributed about their school buildings.

From small group instruction at the
elementary level to utilizing the World Wide
Web at the high school and everything in
between, our students, staff and parents are
what make our schools such a wonderful
learning environment.

We have also chosen to highlight our
new Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation
whose goal is to enhance district programs
and provide additional opportunities to our
Lower Dauphin students.

It is impossible to list the thousands of
positive things happening in our schools
and it is impossible to list everything that
fills us with pride during the course of a
school year. We believe these positives are
as important as the scores of our students
on a single test.

Lower Dauphin is a special place
because of the district’s overall mission to
provide an educational program for all of our
students so they can reach their full
potential as productive and responsible
citizens, family members and lifelong
learners. By providing a well-rounded
educational program that includes
emphasis on state testing, but not
succumbing to an over-emphasis on tests
to the exclusion of everything else, we feel
confident we can meet our mission in the
years ahead.

We do not believe that you can adequately assess
all that makes Lower Dauphin an outstanding
educational system by merely looking at the
scores of the state test taken each spring.



Grades K-5

Students: 1,667
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 80

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

The next three pages of this report show
the Lower Dauphin School District’s
performance toward making Adequate Yearly
Progress as defined by the federal No Child
Left Behind Act.

This first page shows the combined
performance of our five elementary schools.
As you can see in the graphs below, the all of
our students’ scores exceeded the state
averages in both mathematics and reading.

We are especially proud of our
performance in the subgroups of students
with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)
and students who are classified as
economically disadvantaged (ED). While at
an individual building level we do not have
enough students in subgroups to make a
statistically significant sample, when we
combine our elementary schools’ scores in

grades 3-5 we see performance levels much
higher than the state average of their peers.

It is also important to point out that our
overall scores in third, fourth and fifth grades
exceeded the benchmarks of 54 percent
proficient or advanced in reading and 45
percent proficient or advanced in math.

Even more significant is that our
students exceeded the upcoming
benchmarks of 63 percent in reading and 56
percent in math that go into effect in this
school year.

Our elementary scores in 2006-07 also
showed improvement over the 2005-06
school year. In math our advanced and
proficient students increased by 5
percentage points from the year before and
by 10 percentage points in reading, with fifth
grade showing the largest gains.
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Grades 6-8

Students: 957
Grades: 6-8
Classrooms: 71

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

The district’s middle school students
also met all of the Adequate Yearly Progress
goals as outlined by the federal No Child Left
Behind Act.

As you can see in the graphs below, our
students in grades 6, 7 and 8 all exceeded
the benchmarks of 54 percent proficient or
advanced in reading and 45 percent
proficient or advanced in math. Our scores
were high enough that when the
benchmarks increase this school year to 63
percent proficient or advanced in reading
and 56 percent in math, last year’s students
would have still met the grade.

Our overall student performance also
exceeded the state average in all three
grades and in both subject areas.

In student subgroups, students who are
classified as economically disadvantaged
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(ED) also exceeded the state benchmarks of
54 percent and 45 percent plus the
performance of their peers across the state.

While the performance of our students
with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)
did not meet the state benchmarks of 54
percent and 45 percent, our scores have
improved a statistically significant amount for
the past two years. Under the state
guidelines, this “Making Progress” is
important enough to allow our school to
claim it has met the Adequate Yearly
Progress goals for the 2006-07 school year.

We are also pleased that our IEP
students out-performed their peers across
the state. We plan to continue our efforts to
increase our special needs students’
performance in both reading and math to
reach the state-mandated benchmarks.



Grades 9-12

Students: 1,281
Grades: 9-12
Classrooms: 78

AYP Met: Yes
Graduation: 90%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

District students at the high school level
met their Adequate Yearly Progress goals as
outlined by the federal No Child Left Behind
Act.

While our scores were not significantly
higher that those of the statewide average,
we are still above the benchmarks of 54
percent proficient or advanced in reading
and 45 percent proficient or advanced in
math. It should also be noted that our scores
last year were high enough to meet the new
standards of 63 percent in reading and 56
percent in math that go into effect this school
year.

One area of concern is the performance
of our students who are classified as being
economically disadvantaged. While these
students scored higher than the state
average of their peers, our 11th-graders did
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not reach the 54 percent benchmark in
reading and just reached the 45 percent
benchmark in math.

As a building we still met the Adequate
Yearly Progress goals because the number
of our students taking the test was below the
reporting number of 40.

Comparing our 11th grade scores from
2006-07 to the 2005-06 school year we find
a drop-off in both mathematics and reading,
however in math the number of students
scoring in the below basic performance level
did decrease slightly.

The district plans to implement 4-Sight
Assessment testing in grades 9 and 10 to
help address students’ needs and we hope
the new Classrooms for the Future and
Learning Focused Schools initiatives will
also improve student performance.



At A Glance

Students: 201
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 10

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

Conewago Elementary School is the
smallest in the Lower Dauphin School
District, but we were still able to shine on the
annual Pennsylvania System of School
Assessment test last spring.

As you can see in the graphs below, all
of our grade levels scored well above the
state benchmarks of 54 percent in reading
and 45 percent in math. In addition, all of our
students out-performed the state average in
reading and our fourth- and fifth-graders
topped the state average in mathematics.

Comparing these results to the 2005-06
school year we find that third-grade math
scores dropped from 100 percent to 75
percent and fifth-grade reading dropped from
88 percent to 65 percent.

In third-grade our students struggled in
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Grade 5

the following areas – algebraic concepts,
data analysis and probability, measurement,
and open-ended responses.

In fifth grade our teachers are teaming
with district reading coaches and assessing
student reading fluency. Our fifth-grade team
also plans to use the district’s on-going
assessment tool (4-Sight) to monitor student
progress and address individual areas of
concern. They are also using the reading
coaches to learn more about guided reading
in an attempt to meet the individual needs of
their students.

We are also celebrating our successes
in fourth grade where 95 percent of our
students were proficient or advanced in math
and 92 percent scored proficient or
advanced in reading.
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Conewago Elementary celebrating 50 years

East Hanover Elementary reaches out to those in need

Conewago Elementary School had a
great first year with new principal Ed
Gnall. The school continued many
of its outstanding traditional
events like the Fall Festival,
the All-School
Thanksgiving Feast, the
Spaghetti Dinner
Theatre and of course,
the PTO’s Country Fair.

The Country Fair is
the school’s greatest
fund-raiser and
provides needed funds
for all the PTO’s activities
throughout the year. Of
course it’s also a lot of fun
for the whole family with pony
rides, the dunking tank, visits from
the Hershey Volunteer Fire Company
and the Hershey Bears’ mascot Cocoa, lots
of great food, and the silent auction.

We also reached out to our community
last school year and partnered with the
township to receive a grant for some
playground equipment. With this grant we
were able to remove an old piece of

playground equipment and replace it with a
new climbing wall and a tetherball set.

Another great accomplishment for our
school came from one of our former

Our school family at East Hanover
Elementary School has always been
generous in its support of those in need
and this past school year was no exception.

Three of our families suffered losses
due to accidents this past year and the East
Hanover community stepped up to the plate.
We raised $4,574 in gift cards and cash
which was provided to the three families
along with food drives for two of the families
since there was a loss of income.

At Thanksgiving the school conducted
its annual food drive for the local food bank
in Grantville. Our school’s annual holiday
project collection brought in 170 journals
and 72 packages of diapers for the YMCA
Women and Children’s Shelter in
Harrisburg. Our students in physical
education classes raised $3,585.25 for the
American Heart Association during Jump for
Heart; and at Valentine’s Day, our students
contributed 424 valentines for the Valentines
for Veterans activity.

Our parents and community were
generous to our school as well. Last year
our PTO built a pavilion on the playground
and christened it with a Family Ice Cream
Social. This event was such a tremendous
success that we’re planning on making it an
annual event here at East Hanover at the
start of the school year.

Our school also welcomed a Capital
Area Intermediate Unit classroom for
students with multi-disabilities into our
building. Our students had a great year

students. James Scott completed his Eagle
Scout project this past school year by

giving back to the school he
attended as a boy. He built a

shed for our PTO to store their
supplies in because of a

lack of extra storage
space at the school.
James did an excellent
job and the families of
Conewago Elementary
are grateful for his work.

This year our
school will celebrate its

50th anniversary. Our
school PTO already held a

celebration at this year’s
Country Fair and each student

in the building received a special t-
shirt designed by third-grader Kelly

Farhinger.
We also have a few more events

planned throughout the school year to
celebrate our school’s 50th anniversary and
we would like to extend an invitation to our
whole school community to join us at an
upcoming event.

getting to know these new friends and
interacting with them, and we all enjoyed
seeing the progress the students made
during the year.



At A Glance

Students: 372
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 18

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

After our results on the PSSA reading
test in the 2005-06 school year, our faculty
made reading a building goal for
improvement in 2006-07.

We are pleased to report that overall,
East Hanover made progress in moving
additional students to the proficient and
advanced performance levels last year.
However, we continue to have work to do in
this area.

Our greatest improvements in reading
were in grades 4 and 5. We attribute these
gains to the Targeted Assistance Group
program and using the 4-Sight assessment
throughout the school year to focus on the
individual needs of students in the area of
reading.

Even though mathematics was not an
area of special emphasis this past school
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year, we are pleased that we maintained our
scores overall when compared with the
2005-06 school year.

While not reflected on the graphs below,
the performance of our students with
Individualized Education Plans (IEP)  in both
reading and math were a source of pride. In
reading, our IEP students increased from 35
percent proficient or advanced to 54 percent.
In math, our IEP students increased from 72
percent proficient or advanced to 74 percent.

Looking at the current 2007-08 school
year, we plan to continue our focus on
reading instruction in all grade levels. We
plan to offer more direct instruction in small
groups to better meet students’ needs. We
will also focus our efforts in math.

And we will continue to use the 4-Sights
to provide support for students.
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At A Glance

Students: 408
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 19

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

Based upon Londonderry Elementary
School’s performance on the 2005-06 PSSA
test, our staff identified reading as an
instructional target for the 2006-07 school
year. This meant that we used data from
district assessment tools like the 4-Sight
test and the Study Island computer program
to target instruction to meet individual
student needs.

The results can be seen below with our
school achieving its hightest PSSA scores
ever! Last year 74 percent of students scored
proficient or advanced in reading – an
increase of over 15 percentage points. Our
fourth-graders increased their reading
scores by 14 percentage points and our fifth-
graders increased their scores by a
remarkable 30 percentage points.

We also saw increases in our math
scores with 80 percent of our students

Math Proficient & Advanced

LD LD LD

100

80

40
45

20

60

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

PA PA PA

84
78

92

78
71 71

scoring proficient or advanced which was a 9
percent increase.

While overall our scores increased, we
did see a decrease in our performance in
third grade. In addition we are still concerned
with our reading scores.

In this current school year our teachers
will continue to target reading instruction in
the areas of analysis of fiction, nonfiction
literature, comprehension and reading skills.

Our staff will continue to use the 4-Sight
and Study Island data to drive instruction in
the classroom to better meet the needs of all
students.

Additionally, our staff is seeking out
ways to creatively meet the needs of our
students with Individualized Education Plans
and those who are economically
disadvantaged.
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Londonderry excited about program for ‘little readers’

Nye’s relationship with community is its strength
Nye Elementary School location in the

Borough of Hummelstown truly makes it a
unique member of the Lower Dauphin
School District. Throughout the course of a
school year the students, staff and parents
of Nye enjoy many activities that are only
possible because it is a community school.

For the past three years, the students of
Nye have started the school year by working
with the Hummelstown Police Department
to create an American flag using their hand
prints. The flags are in remembrance of the
events of September 11 and are on display
in different areas of the school.  In October,
the Hummelstown Police return to the
school to speak to the students about trick
or treat safety.  This is a great service to the
students in that it lets them know how to be
safe and still have a great time.

As spring approaches, the students are
visited once again by the members of the
police department.  During this visit, the
officers talk to the students about bicycle
safety.  All the rules and guidelines are
reviewed. The assembly is capped off by a
drawing for a boy’s and a girl’s bicycle
donated by the Optimist Club of
Hummelstown. After school on the day of the
assembly, a bicycle rodeo is held by the
police officers in the parking lot of the

and had the opportunity to familiarize
themselves with the school.

In addition to this exciting new initiative,

we’re also proud of the Veterans Day
program which we kicked off last year. Our

entire school honored local veterans
with a moving program featuring

a Marine Corps Color Guard
and keynote speaker

Joseph Wells, a Vietnam
veteran.

Our students and
staff also showed a
great deal of
generosity last
year. Our school
raised more than
$5,000 for a variety
of charitable

contributions. This
was done through

participation in
several events

including Pennies for
Patients, Jump Rope for

Heart, American Cancer
Society Daffodil Days, bake

sales, and staff Jeans for Charity
days. In addition, our Helping Hands

student group participated in a Saturday
Book Talk, caroled and made gifts for
residents of Masonic Village, and put
together Red Cross disaster relief packets.

Last month 29 families with
preschoolers visited Londonderry
Elementary School to participate in
our new program the
“Londonderry Little Readers’
Club.” The purpose of the
program is to provide our
community’s
preschoolers with
some school
readiness activities
– Londonderry
Township does not
have a full-time
preschool program
for our community’s
children.

At the first two
meetings the children
met with Principal
Michael Lausch and our
kindergarten teachers and
school counselor for literacy
activities including rhyming
games, combining movement activity
linked to a story that was read to them. All
the children received a copy of the book that
was read to them at the Little Readers’
Club. Parents received readiness
resources from building reading specialists

school. Participation in the rodeo is open to
all third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students.

You can see the PTO here at Nye in two
events each fall. Our parents have a baked
goods booth each year at the
Hummelstown Arts and Crafts Festival.  Also
in the fall our PTO is responsible for the
food and games at the Heritage Day
celebration. This will be the 3rd annual
Heritage Day
celebration. It
is a time of
fun and food
with an old-
time flair.

Being
located in the
Borough of
Hummelstown
makes Nye
Elementary
School a
special place.
We are a
valued
member of
the
Hummelstown
community
and we value

the community of Hummelstown. As you
see many of our activities that make us
special are due to the fact that we have such
a positive relationship with the community in
which we live. It’s what makes Nye
Elementary such a unique part of the school
district.



As you can see by the graphs below, our
students at Nye Elementary School
exceeded the state benchmarks of 54
percent proficient or advanced in reading
and 45 percent proficient or advanced in
math. Our students also out-performed the
state average in all grade levels.

Going into the 2006-07 school year, we
identified three areas for added focus – fifth-
grade math and fourth- and fifth-grade
reading.

In fifth-grade math, we employed a team
teaching approach with a regular classroom
teacher and a learning support teacher. It
appears that this approach was successful
with all of our learning support students
scoring proficient in math.

We also analyzed our data from the
third-grade PSSA test in 2005-06 and

At A Glance

Students: 337
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 17

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 96%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%
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targeted instruction for those students who
scored in the below basic or basic
performance level.

Of the five third-graders who scored
below basic, two moved into the proficient
category and one moved into the basic
performance level as fourth-graders. Of the
nine third-graders who scored in the basic
performance level, four moved into the
proficient level.

Much of this success can be attributed
to our use of 4-Sight assessment data to
target instruction to meet invididual student
needs.

For this school year, we plan to expand
our team teaching model into third and fourth
grade and continue to use our district
assessment data to provide individual
support to identified at-risk students.
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After a review of out students’ 2005-06
PSSA results our staff identified a need to
focus on the analysis of nonfiction texts.

In third grade this meant putting more
nonfiction books into the classrooms and
working with students to support their
answers with details. In fourth grade,
students rotated between teachers to learn
different strategies for reading and
comprehending nonfiction materials. In fifth
grade, we simply wanted to increase our
students’ exposure to various styles of
nonfiction texts.

Looking at the graphs below, you will
see that all of our grade levels met the state
benchmarks of 54 percent proficient or
advanced in reading and 45 percent
proficient or advanced in math. Our students
also out-performed the state average in

At A Glance

Students: 349
Grades: K-5
Classrooms: 16

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 97%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%
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every grade level. Equally significant is that
all of our grade levels exceeded the new
benchmarks of 63 percent in reading and 56
percent in math that will go into effect this
school year.

Comparing our 2006-07 scores with the
2005-06 school year we find that we made
modest gains in both fourth and fifth grade in
reading and math, but scores in both
reading and math declined slightly in third
grade.

Based on the results from last year’s
PSSAs, we have established the following
goals: using targeted reading instruction in
fifth grade with leveled books and flexible
groupings based on individual student skills;
continuing to focus on analysis and reading
comprehension of nonfiction material in third
and fourth grades.



South Hanover Elementary students asked to ‘dream’

Middle School students shine in academic competitions

Dare to Dream!
That is what we are asking the students

of South Hanover to do this school year.
What do our students dream about? Do they
dream about becoming an archaeologist?
Making it big in sports? Becoming President
of the United States?

With the lives of our students becoming
more and more hectic, we realize the need
to take time and just dream…dream of the
possibilities for ourselves, our school, and
our community. Dare to dream of the
possibilities. Who knows where our dreams
will lead us?

This past year was very busy as
students and staff set a goal of becoming
more physically active.

Teachers were encouraged to have
students take physical breaks throughout
the day. Healthy snacks were promoted for
holiday and birthday celebrations. About 80
students participated in an after-school
program sponsored by Kohl’s Department
Store and taught through the Hershey
Medical Center called “Healthy Choices,
Healthy Me.” Meeting twice a month
throughout the school year, each session
shared healthy food choices and an activity
ranging from Frisbee tag to Tae Bo exercise.

Parents were invited to an
evening event where
information was given to
develop healthy choices
within the home setting. To
extend the program into
this new school year, we
hope to incorporate “Whoa,
Slow and Go” foods into
classroom food choices.

Last April, Sgt. First
Class Gerry Ortiz of the US
Army presented an
American flag to say thanks
for the support our school
has shown the US troops.
Each year in November our school honors
veterans in some way. Students in grades
four and five write essays on a selected
topic and a few are selected to be shared at
a school assembly.

In addition, we all wore red, white and
blue and gathered together outside of the
school to form the letters USA. A picture was
taken and one was framed for each veteran
who attended our Veteran’s Day assembly.
Several pictures and copies of the winning
essays were given to the Shellsville VFW
who sent them to soldiers over in Iraq. Sgt.

The students at the middle school took
advantage of many opportunities to
participate in academic programs
and contests this past school
year. A specific standout was
the success of several of
our students in state
and regional
academic
competition.

One of the
programs the
students
participated in
was Scholastic
Writing. This
program receives
over 50,000
manuscripts
through 81 regional
programs. The Gold
Key is the highest level of
achievement on the regional
level. The middle school had four
Gold Key winners in Scholastic
Writing. Lizzi Hauck, Alicia Thomas, and Dan
McCreary all won Gold Keys and Suzy Martin
received a Gold Key along with a Silver Key
on the National Level. National Silver
Awards are awarded for work that
demonstrates exceptional merit. Only 218
works of writing earned Silver Awards

nationally.
In another academic area Ronnie Myers

excelled in the National Geographic
Geography Bee. For the second year

Ortiz received the package and wanted to
show his appreciation to the school by
presenting an American flag that had flown
in Iraq. It was quite an emotional day for Sgt.
Ortiz, our students and staff. You can see
the flag proudly displayed in the South
Hanover lobby.

With our new school year underway,
memories of the previous one are tucked
away and hopes and dreams of the year to
come are formed. Dare to dream and work
to see the dreams come true. That will be
the focus for the 2007-2008 school year.

Ronnie won the competition at the middle
school. This past year Ronnie qualified

through a written exam to move on
to state level competition at

Shippensburg University.
In foreign

language our Level 1
French students

took part in the
National French
exam. Addie
Answine
placed fourth
in the Region
in this exam.

Our
“mathletes”

from the
Mathcounts team

placed sixth in the
region with Daniel

McCreary taking fifth-
place overall and Ted

Meador taking ninth as well as
capturing honors as the top sixth-

grader in the region.
We are proud of these students who

represented the building and district so well
with their efforts. We also applaud all the
middle school students on their
achievements and contributions to making
2006-07 a successful year.



At A Glance

Students: 957
Grades: 6-8
Classrooms: 71

AYP Met: Yes
Attendance: 95%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

For the first time since being held
accountable under the federal No Child Left
Behind act, Lower Dauphin Middle School
has met all of the required benchmarks.

In the past four years, the performance
of our school’s students with Individualized
Education Plans (IEP) has kept the building
from meeting the benchmarks. And while our
IEP students’ scores are still below the
benchmarks of 54 percent proficient or
advanced in reading and 45 percent in math,
our scores have increased significantly and
our student have made enough progress to
get our building off the various warning lists.

This is due to the effort of our students,
teachers and staff. Our building has become
data-driven in our goal to increase student
achievement and we have seen success
across the board.
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As you can see from the graphs below,
our students out-performed their peers
across the state in every reporting category.

We attribute a great deal of this success
to five programs that are currently in place in
our school. They include our Open-Ended
Reading Response project, our Seventh-
Grade Reading program, our Remedial
Reading program for all grades, our
Inclusion with Co-teaching program; and our
use of the 4-Sight Assessments to analyze
students’ strengths and weaknesses in both
reading and math.

These programs have enabled our
students to receive instruction to meet their
specific individual needs as well as targeting
instruction to small groups across all grade
levels.



High School adds computers, events to calendar
Instruction at Lower Dauphin High

School looked significantly different in
English and math by the end of last school
year.

That’s because our laptops, projectors
and interactive whiteboards finally arrived!
The new technology was part of the state’s
Classrooms for the Future initiative. The
stated goal of the grant-funded program is to
have a laptop on the desk of every student in
core curriculum areas – English, math,
social studies and science.

Last school year we received 120
laptops to create three mobile, wireless
computer labs. In addition we received 17
projectors and 17 interactive whiteboards.

This school year, the district
received an additional $300,000 in
state grant funding. These funds will be
used to purchase 285 additional student
laptops and 10 more mobile computer
carts to create 10 more portable computer
labs. In addition, the grant will provide
for 29 more interactive whiteboards,
projectors and teacher laptops.

Athletic achievements are another source of pride
While we are proud of our academic

accomplishments, we are also proud of
our student athletes. Their
accomplishments on the
playing field bring a great
deal of pride to the Lower
Dauphin community and
are to be commended
for their hard work.

The following list
of team and individual
accomplishments is
not meant to be
considered all
inclusive, but merely as
a sample of the
outstanding achievements
of our student athletes during
the 2006-07 school year.

Field Hockey - capped a perfect
29-0 season by winning the state title,
district title and the first Mid-Penn
Conference team title.

Boys’ Soccer - Qualifed for the District 3
tournament.

Cross Country - Ian Gilchrist and
Suzanne Cake were named Mid-Penn
Scholar Athletes.

Girls’ Tennis - Megan Chirdon and
Marta Johnson captured silver medals at #2
doubles at the Mid-Penn Conference
tournament.

Golf - A school-record eight golfers
attended the Mid-Penn Conference

tournament and three qualified for districts.
Senior Josh Sadler had the lowest scoring
average in the Keystone Division.

Girls’ Basketball - Keystone Division
champion; qualified for the District 3
tournament.

Boys’ Basketball - Seniors Jordan
Hankins and Travis Starsinic were division
all-stars.

Wrestling - Jared Kane became the first
wrestler to win 100 matches; three

The point behind all this new
technology is to encourage student
learning in different, innovative ways.
Teachers say this is already
happening with students taking over
some lessons and having the
teacher there in the role of a
facilitator rather than being a
lecturer.

Another major initiative at the
high school last year was the first
Mini-Thon to benefit the Four
Diamonds Fund at the Hershey
Medical Center.

A student-led project that was
run by Student Council, the Mini-
Thon brought together the entire
school community and raised more
than $15,000 to benefit the fund
which supports cancer research at
the Hershey Medical Center and
provides support to families with children
who have cancer.

A group of parents and students also
created a new initiative with a “post prom

party” at the high school. In its first year, more
than 120 students attended the event which
was capped with a drawing for a Honda
Civic.

wrestlers won state medals of the five
qualifiers and 11 were district qualifiers. The
team won the District 3, Class AAA

championship, the sectional
championship and the divisional

championship.
          Swimming - Rob Maurer,
Chase Harmon, Steve Swavely
and Nick Vickroy qualified for the
District 3 championships.

  Baseball - Keystone
Division champion; Mid-Penn
Conference runners-up and
qualified for the District 3

tournament.
Softball - Keystone

Division and District 3 Class AAAA
champions; state qualifiers.

        Track & FIeld - Eric O’Neal was
conference champion in the 110-meter
hurdles.

Girls’ Soccer - Mid-Penn division
champion; District 3 tournament qualifer.

Boys’ Volleyball - Jordan Hankins and
Greg Reichel were conference all-stars;
Reichel was also a district all-star; senior
Joshua Sadler set a school record for
assists with 1,330.

Boys’ Tennis - Mid-Penn Keystone
Division champions; Bryan Metz and Sean
Montgomery were doubles qualifiers at the
District 3 and state tournaments.

Girls’ Lacrosse - Senior Megan
McCorkel was named a Mid-Penn All-Star.



Lower Dauphin High School met the
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirements of the federal No Child Left
Behind Act for the 2006-07 school year.

As you can see on the charts below
detailing our eleventh-graders performance
on the Pennsylvania System of School
Assessment tests, two-thirds of our students
were in the proficient or advanced
performance levels in reading and nearly 60
percent were in the proficient or advanced
performance levels in reading. Both these
scores are slightly higher than the state
averages of 54 percent in math and 65
percent in reading as well as the the state-
mandated scores of 45 percent in math and
54 percent in reading.

We are also pleased to report that our
scores in the subgroup Economically

Disadvantaged students were also higher
than the state averages. Due to the sample
size being below 40 students, these scores
did not count toward AYP.

In the 2006-07 school year we targeted
math instruction as an area of focus –
specifically math instruction for students with
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs).

To address this area of focus, the high
school implemented math co-teaching for all
special education math students in grades
9-12.

To address reading and writing needs, a
co-teaching model of English classes has
been developed and implemented to
address the majority of ninth- and 10th-
grade special needs learners in the English
curriculum.

This co-teaching model will continue

this school year.
Our graduation rate of 90 percent is

above the state-mandated level of 80 percent
even though our goal is for all of our
students to earn their diplomas.

As with all of our district’s schools, our
students’ performance on the PSSA test is
just one snapshot of our overall student
performance. At the high school we have the
luxury of being able to review student
performance on other standardized tests
and comparing those results to the state and
national averages.

On the following page, you will see
charts which show our students’
performance on the Scholastic Aptitute Test
(SAT) as well as their performance on the
Advanced Placement (AP) Exam.

Roughly 71 percent of Lower Dauphin
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At A Glance

Students: 1,281
Grades: 9-12
Classrooms: 78

AYP Met: Yes
Graduation: 90%
Highly Qualified
Staff Members: 100%

High School’s senior class took the SAT
during their academic career. The test
measures verbal and mathematical
reasoning abilities that students develop
over time, both in and out of school, which
are related to successful performance in
college.

As you can see in the chart below, our
students consistently perform at a higher
level than both the state and national
average. Our students scored an average of
1044 on their SATs which is an outstanding
figure.

Lower Dauphin High School offers 15
Advanced Placement (AP) courses during a
typical school year. Students in these
courses then have the option to take an
exam proctored by the College Board.
Scores of 3-5 on the AP Exam can qualify a
student to receive college credit or advanced
placement in this subject area.

During the 2006-07 school year, 365 AP
exams were taken by Lower Dauphin High
School students with 76 percent scoring a 3
or higher. As the table below indicates, many
of our students met or exceeded the state
averages in scores on the AP Exam.

So impressive was our performance on
the AP Exam that 56 students received AP
Scholar awards. One student, Benjamin
Labe, qualified for the prestigious National
AP Scholar Award by earning an average
grade of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken
and grades of 4 or higher on eight or more
exams.

Eighteen students qualified for the AP
Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an
average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP
Exams taken and grades of 3 or higher on
five or more of these exams. These students

are Amber Answine, Garrett Byers, Jessica
Dahmus, Jacob Fulton, Brent Geist, Ian
Gilchrist, Asher Harder, Eric Hutchison, Marta
Johnson, Benjamin Labe, Andrea Leshak,
Stephanie Meador, Boski Patel, Gregory
Reichel, Kevin Rose, Andrew Santeusanio,
Andrew Scott and Andrew Sherman.

Another nine students qualified for the
AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an
average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP
Exams taken and grades of 3 or higher on
four or more of these exams. These
students are Meredith Buckley, Rachel
Clline, Tiffany Hoffman, Robert Kornweiss,
Rebecca Mayes, Allison Stamey, Travis
Starsinic, Taylor Weidensaul and Rebecca
Wreski.

Finally, 29 students qualified for the AP
Scholar Award by completing three or more
AP Exams with grades of 3 or higher. The AP
Scholars include Caitlin Burgdorf, Suzanne
Cake, Daniel Cassel, Megan Chirdon, Alicia
Conway, Brett Davis, William Day, Erik Dulick,
Amy Dunlap, David Emerson, Katherine
Frentz, Dane Gies, Mary Katerman, Nicholas
Lingle, Kevin Livengood, Lena Lupey,
Thomas Means, Jordan Morsberger, Catrina
Mueller, Elizabeth Mueller, Caroline Olt,
Linsey Shakespeare, Allison Spooner, Steven
Swavely, Kevin Tabbutt, Samantha Tregea,
Kelly Tyson, Nicholas Vickroy and Bethany
Yun.

We are extremely proud of our students’
achievements on these three tests and we
believe that the fact that our high school
students do so well is a testament to our
entire educational system.

The Class of 2007 sent 186 students to
some form of continuing education within
the state of Pennsylvania. Another 40 are

continuing their education out of state. Nine
of our graduates are serving their country in
the military and 41 went directly into the
workforce.

In addition to our regular education
program, 116 Lower Dauphin High School
students attended the Dauphin County
Technical School last school year for in-
depth technical or vocational training in 23
program areas ranging from advertising art
and design to precision metal working. This
year 123 students are taking courses at the
technical school.

The federal No Child Left Behind Act
requires 100 percent proficiency on the PSSA
test by 2014. And while this is a lofty goal, we
find that its goal matches the educational
mission of our high school and the district
as a whole.

2004 531 501 508 545 502 518

2005 530 501 508 536 503 520

2006 520 493 503 543 500 518

2007 510 493 502 534 499 515

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07

87.5 69.9 79.5 69.2 91.7 69.2

86.0 70.2 90.7 70.9 79.5 70.2

46.9 62.6 76.2 64.2 64.7 62.8

75.6 65.8 83.0 68.8 74.3 67.4

87.5 77.7 n/a 55.7 75.0 66.3

30.0 68.3 27.3 64.2 60.0 60.4



Preparing a budget for the Lower
Dauphin School District is one of the most
important tasks which the Board of
Education and superintendent tackle each
school year. More than just a financial
document, the budget is an “educational
plan” for the coming school year. Simply
stated, a school district budget is the
description of the programs and services
with price tags attached to achieve certain
educational goals and objectives in the
coming year.

The superintendent and school board
have two major responsibilities when

– Revenues –
Nearly two-thirds of the school district’s

revenue comes from local sources like the
property tax, occupational assessment and
the 1 percent earned income tax.

In the 2007-08 budget, these local
revenues accounted for the biggest slice of
the pie shown at right – $31.9 million of the
$49.5 million budget or 65 percent. State
revenues contributed $16.5 million or 33
percent. Federal funding contributed
another 2 percent or $1 million and the
remaining $55,000 came from other
financing sources like interest on

investments.
With state and federal sources making

up a combined 35 percent of the district’s
budget, you can see why school officials
complain about unfunded mandates –
programs which state and federal laws
require but do not pay for.

This reliance on the property tax and
other local tax revenues has been forced
upon school districts across Pennsylvania
as the state and federal percent share of
educational funding has decreased over the
years.

– Expenditures –
More than 58 percent of the district’s

expenditures are for instructional costs
which make up the largest slice of the pie at
right. These costs include things like
teachers’ salaries and the cost of books
and other materials. Other payments under
instructional costs go toward the cost of
education for our students who receive
special education services or attend the
Dauphin County Technical School.

Another 28 percent of our expenditures

2007-08 Budget At A Glance
Instruction

Regular Education $19,125,436
Special Education $5,636,208
Vocational Education $2,610,181
Other Education $1,042,652
Community Colleges $466,850

Instruction Total 58% $28,881,327

Noninstructional Services
Student Activities $713,592
Community Services $23,064

Noninstructional Services Total   2% $736,656

Support Services
Pupil Personnel $1,512,456
Instructional Staff $2,005,737
Administration $2,951,748
Pupil Health $430,679
Business $433,021
Maintenance of Facilities $3,782,630
Transportation $2,822,394

Support Services Total 28% $13,974,855

Debt Services
Debt Services Total 12% $5,922,782

Federal Sources
1, 017, 851

2%
State Sources
16, 518, 590

33%

Other Financing Sources
55, 000

.1%

Local Sources
31, 924, 179

65%

Regular Instruction
28, 881, 327

58%

Support Services
13, 974, 855

28%

Noninstructional Services
736, 656

2%

Other Financing Services
5, 922,782

12%

drafting a budget. First is to provide every
child in the district with the best possible
education. Second is to maximize the use of
available resources to achieve that first
goal. The balancing act between these two
priorities is one that the board and
administration take very seriously.

In the business world, results matter
most. An independent auditor recently found
that Lower Dauphin receives high test
scores as compared to expenditures. In
other words, we’re getting a good return on
our investment. Something we pledge to
continue in the years to come.

Starting in November, the
superintendent and business office
construct a first draft of a proposed budget,
which will be refined through the year as
discussions with the school board
progress. The board will then adopt a final
budget in June. Before that final adoption,
the district holds public hearings to inform
the public about the proposed budget.

Citizens are urged to come to these
meetings. A list of dates and times for the
2008-09 budget hearings will be published
in local newspapers and on the district’s
Web site (http://www.ldsd.org).

is for support services including salaries for
our school support staff like some
administrators, secretaries and custodians
and fees related to student transportation
and utilities.

Twelve percent pays for the debt
incurred by building and renovating our
school buildings.

This leaves 2 percent for
noninstructional costs like athletics and
student activities.



LD Falcon Foundation provides support to schools

Taxpayer Relief Act poses special challenges
In last May’s Primary Election, Lower

Dauphin voters overwhelmingly rejected the
provisions of the Taxpayer Relief Act (Act 1)
which would have swapped higher earned
income taxes for a reduction in property
taxes.

In this Lower Dauphin was not alone,
less than a dozen school districts across the
state opted into the new system of taxation
contained in Act 1.

But this does not mean that Lower
Dauphin is done with the provisions of Act 1.

Under Act 1, Lower Dauphin offered
installment payments on property taxes for
the first time starting July 1. Preliminary
indications show that about 550 of Lower
Dauphin’s 11,200 properties took advantage
of the installment payment option.

Act 1 also imposes limits on school
district spending. In the upcoming 2008-09
budget year, any property tax increase of

The fledgling Lower Dauphin Falcon
Foundation has already made an impact on
the school district community.

Founded in January 2007, the group of
community members, parents, alumni and
Lower Dauphin supporters provided funds
for two summer programs.

Second-graders at South Hanover
Elementary were able to participate in a
four-week review of skills program taught
by second-grade teacher Kristen
MacKay. The foundation also funded a
field trip for Conewago Elementary
students attending Camp Conewago.

Foundation Board member and
Superintendent Sherri Smith hopes the
foundation will be able to provide
additional enrichment activities for
students this summer.

She also said the foundation hopes
to be able to provide grants to support
staff and student projects and activities
that will enhance the education process.

“This is an exciting time for the
school district and the foundation,” Dr.
Smith said. “We hope for an excellent
response to this campaign to be able to
provide supports for our students and
staff outside the usual taxing structure.”

The Foundation also held a kick-off
event in April to introduce itself to the Lower
Dauphin community. The first Falcon Pride
Day allowed the community to share its
pride in Lower Dauphin students and their
accomplishments. It featured musical
performances by the high school jazz band,

the middle school show choir, the high
school select vocal ensemble and others.
The day also featured overviews of our
students’ academic, artistic and athletic
accomplishments.

The second annual
Falcon Pride Day will
be held Saturday,
April 5, 2008, at
1 p.m. at the
high school.

The
Lower
Dauphin
Falcon
Foundation
kicked off its
first fund-raising
campaign at the
end of October with a
mailing to select individuals
and  businesses. If you did not receive a
mailing and would like to donate, please visit
the foundation’s Web site at www.ldsd.org/
LDFF and download a pledge form.

The Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation
is an independent public charitable
organization dedicated to encouraging
community-wide participation and
philanthropy in order to enhance
and expand enrichment opportunities for all
students in the Lower Dauphin School
District. It is the goal of the foundation to
ensure long-range financial flexibility for
schools within the district.

“We’re looking at this as a chance to

invest in our community’s future,” said LDFF
President Patricia Gordon. “The mission of
LDFF is to enhance opportunities and
expand horizons of knowledge and

experiences for children in the Lower
Dauphin community. All our

schools receive  honors and
accolades in academics,

sports, arts, activities,
and community service.
A major factor in our
students’ success is
the  generous
community support

for our schools.”
This is the

group’s first major fund-
raising effort and the

foundation’s board has set
a goal of $15,000 in this annual

campaign.
The foundation has received more than

$10,000 already through various
donations. To date, board members have
personally donated about $4,000. In
addition, several organizations have
made donations including the football
boosters ($1,445), and the East Hanover
Elementary PTO ($2,000).

The foundation also held a fund-raiser
at Outback Steakhouse in June which
brought in $1,385. Another fund-raising
luncheon is planned for June 2008.

Plans are also underway for the
foundation’s first golf tournament which is
tentatively scheduled for April 2008.

greater than 5.5 percent would require
approval from Lower Dauphin voters in the
spring primary election.

In order to prepare a preliminary budget
to determine where the proposed property
tax increase might lie, the district
administration and school board must begin
their budget deliberations earlier than ever
before – for the 2008-09 budget, budget
discussions began in November.

While preparing a budget so far in
advance of the next school year seems
foolish given that the district will not be able
to predict the amount of state and federal aid
available, it is the reality of the law.

The act also contains provisions for
school districts to receive a share of
gambling revenue to help offset school
property taxes. In the current school year,
Lower Dauphin did not receive any gambling
money.

In order for taxpayers to receive property
tax relief from state gambling revenues, at
least $400 million must have been collected.
State officials cannot predict if gambling
revenues will be sufficient for the 2008-09
school year.

Act 1 does sets aside funds to rebate
rent and property tax payments for senior
citizens. These rent and tax rebates will take
place even though voters decided not to
participate in the tax-shift provisions of Act 1.

An additional 420,000 Pennsylvania
seniors will receive help paying their property
taxes or rent, and more than 200,000
seniors will have their school property taxes
completely eliminated. The new law
increased the income limit to $35,000 for
homeowners and boosted the maximum
rebate to $650.

For more information, please contact
Mrs. Bobby Hoover in the school district tax
office at 566-5311.
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LD  o f fe r s  spec ia l  p r og r ams  fo r  sen io r  c i t i zens
Senior citizens living in the Lower

Dauphin School District have lots of
opportunities to keep involved with school
programs.

The first and biggest benefit is the
Falcon Friends Card which entitles the
bearer to free admission to all Lower
Dauphin events, including home sporting
events. To be eligible for the card, senior
citizens must be 65 or older and reside in
the Lower Dauphin School District. To
receive a card, please contact Jim Hazen,
district coordinator of communications, at
566-5307.

For Lower Dauphin residents over the
age of 70, the district provides relief from the
$250 occupation assessment tax. This tax
relief is provided automatically by the district
census records. If you feel you are being
taxed in error, please contact Bobby Hoover
at 566-5311.

Lower Dauphin High School provides a
free preview of the annual spring musical on
the Wednesday before opening night. Before
the preview performance, high school
students in the Volunteen Club help serve a
free breakfast to the senior citizens attending
the play. This year the preview performance
of  the spring musical “Thoroughly Modern
Millie”  will be held on Wednesday, March 5.

Volunteen also hosts
the annual Senior Citizens
Prom every spring. This
free event features music,
dancing, food, door prizes
and entertainment. This
year’s event will take place
at the high school on April
12.

Lower Dauphin also
offers senior citizens a
chance to get involved in
helping youngsters
through tutoring programs
and other volunteer
opportunities.

"We recognize that our
senior citizens have a lot to
offer our students," said
Sherri Smith,
superintendent. "We hope
they take the opportunity to
share their experiences
with our students."

For more information
about helping out in a
school, please contact the
building principal directly at
the numbers found on the
top of this page.

Nondiscrimination Policy:

The Lower Dauphin School District, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based on gender, race, religion, national
origin, color or handicap. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and
federal laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments Act of 1973, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act.


